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Principal Investigators: Azam Salarhaji, Hossein Karimi Mounaghi 
Affiliation: Mashhad University of Medical Sciences, Iran
Interview Introduction for Participants:
Thank you for participating in this conversation. We would like to hear about your everyday life, your relationships with others, and what matters most to you.
There are no right or wrong answers. We are simply interested in your feelings and experiences. You may pause, stop, or take a break at any time during the interview. This conversation helps us better understand patients’ lives and improve the quality of care provided.
Everything you share will remain confidential and will only be used for research purposes. You are free to withdraw from the interview at any time without any consequences.
Interview Start Time: ..................
Interview End Time: ..................
Date: ..................
Main Interview Questions:
The interviews were guided by open-ended, phenomenologically grounded questions designed to explore participants’ lived experiences of functioning within the domain of social cognition:
1. When you reflect on your overall functioning in life, how would you describe your experience?
2. Can you recall a specific situation in which you became aware of how you were functioning?
3. How do you think others perceive your ability to function?
4. Have you experienced a moment when someone formed a specific impression of your functioning? Could you describe it?
5. What has your experience of functioning been like during social interactions?
6. Can you describe an instance in which your functioning influenced your communication or relationships with others?
7. Is there anything else you would like to share about your experience of functioning in daily or social life?
Follow-up Probing Questions:
To encourage deeper reflection and richer narratives, the following exploratory prompts were used:
· “Could you elaborate on that?”
· “What was that experience like for you?”
· “How did you feel in that moment?”
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