Additional file 4. Results of standard generalized estimating equations (GEE) analyses of the association between covariates and long and frequent sickness absence, respectively, presented as risk ratios (RR) with 95% CIs. RRs represent the uncontrolled risk ratios. 
	
	Long sickness absence
	Frequent sickness absence

	
	RR
	95% CI
	RR
	95% CI

	Age
	1.01
	1.01-1.02
	0.98
	0.98-0.98

	Sex (female)
	1.94
	1.76-2.15
	1.61
	1.52-1.71

	Non-manual position
	0.66
	0.60-0.72
	0.83
	0.78-0.88

	Married
	0.80
	0.72-0.89
	0.86
	0.81-0.91
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