Supplementary Table 1. Use of antibiotics 
	Statements
	N (%)

	Get the antibiotics from a qualified health professional 
	

	Yes
	70 (80.5)

	No
	2 (2.3)

	Self-medication
	11 (12.6)

	Can’t remember
	4 (4.6)

	Get advice from a doctor, nurse, or pharmacist 
	

	Yes
	68 (78.2)

	No
	14 /(16.1)

	Can’t remember
	5 (5.7)

	Where did you get the antibiotics 
	

	Medical store or pharmacy
	80 (90.9)

	Friend or family member
	1 (1.1)

	I had them saved up from a previous time
	4 (4.5)

	Can’t remember
	3 (3.4)














Supplementary Table 2: Participants knowledge about antibiotics and ABR 
	Sub-themes
	Categories
	Quotations

	Antibiotics (General Knowledge)
 
 
	Wrong belief that antibiotics are used for viral and fungal infections as well
	For killing microbes like, bacteria, virus, fungi and all

	
	Majority of other participants were aware of antibiotics 
	Antibiotic actually are used for treating bacterial infection and kill them (bacteria)

	
	Only faculties with medical background had knowledge about the mechanism of action
	Their role is to kill bacteria. Some are bacteriostatic, some are bactericidal… They limit their multiplication and few are bactericidal…They kills them, in appropriate concentration and in correct duration. 

	 
	 
	 

	Antibiotic Resistance (General Knowledge)
 
 
 
 
	Faculties were aware of the 'Antibiotics resistance (ABR)'
	Antibiotics resistance is when bacteria figure out a way to escape the effects of the antibiotics. They (bacteria) mutate, and then they find defense mechanisms that can enable them to survive. And then the antibiotics are no longer effective.

	
	Few participants were unaware of the term
	No, I have not heard (of antibiotic resistance or super bugs).

	
	Knowledge of ABR spread
	I've also heard and read that even in food items like poultry...are fed with antibiotics. So these come to our food chain. So these things can get into our body and can create antibiotic resistance

	
	Possible mechanism of action
	But I think these bacteria, they either change the shape of their receptors. I read that some of them change the different chemicals which they produce. You know, some of them produce toxins which can nullify the antibiotic.

	
	Misinterpretation of the term antibiotic resistance
	Resisting power might get less in our body, our body might lose that resisting power.





	Supplementary Table 3: Participants attitude towards antibiotics and ABR

	Sub-themes
	Categories
	Quotations

	Attitude towards antibiotic use
	Considered very effective and powerful
	Antibiotic is a very powerful drug for treating bacterial infection.

	
	Doctor's prescription is considered very essential
	We should not take any medicine without prescription

	
	Misconceptions about using antibiotics with respect to age
	Mostly for my children, I go to the doctor, I don't buy myself. But for me, sometimes I buy myself

	
	
	Yes, (we can buy directly from pharmacy) when it comes to younger age group… but need to be very careful, when it comes to middle-aged adults and in geriatric patients 

	
	Common adverse effects of antibiotics
	I will get diarrhea, I will get stomach pain. 

	
	
	…usually the side effects were gastrointestinal disturbances.

	
	Anxiety of missing the antibiotic dose at appropriate time
	I think we are very stressed when the antibiotic is prescribed because we have to keep up with the timing, right 

	
	 
	We are always concerned like if the timing changes a little bit here and there, what will happen or if I miss dose, what will happen. So all these are high stress things for us especially as parents when you are giving to our children.

	 
	Common mistakes of self-prescription and buying directly from pharmacy
	And also some educated the crowd. They just go through the Google and they look for what works best and they directly take it from the pharmacy.

	Reasons and Consequences of ABR
	Possible health consequences due to resistant strains of bacteria
	It (ABR) results in new bacteria which are with the unique properties which may become mutated and maybe it may result in outbreak which may not be controlled by regular antibiotics.

	
	Financial distress due to the increasing costs of treating with expensive antibiotics
	It (ABR) will create a huge divide between rich and poor. The rich will continue to take more and more expensive newer antibiotic. The poorer people will continue to take whatever is available for them and they may become susceptible to more infections.

	
	Extreme consequences of ABR
 
	In extreme length... ABR may lead to, maybe radiation or chemotherapy is required to combat bacteria (in the future) 

	
	
	One of my neighbors got knee replacement surgery and the new joint had an infection which they could not treat and she died ... this antimicrobial, the multidrug resistant organisms are very serious.




	Supplementary Table 4: Participants practice related to antibiotics and ABR

	Sub-themes
	Categories
	Quotations

	Practice of antibiotic intake
	Physician's prescription is highly recommended by all three groups
	I feel that only the doctors should prescribe antibiotics

	
	Importance of improving immunity naturally before taking antibiotics
 
 
	For me, antibiotic is always the last resort when it comes to any infection. I try to fight it at different levels. At basic levels, I take different sort of home remedies first

	
	
	We prefer traditional herbal (remedies) like honey, olive oil, lemons and ginger, there are some natural antibiotics that are present already in food like garlic for example... and we prefer antibiotics with prescription only when the temperature is high

	
	
	Proper sanitization... proper cleaning of the house, hands should be sanitized and washed properly...other thing is your garbage management

	
	Wrong usage of antibiotics for preventive purposes
 
	I have seen parents giving preventive antibiotics also before they travel and give to children if they don't want them to cut the school

	Personal role to prevent ABR
	Antibiotic intake for appropriate duration and dosage
	As a user of antibiotic, I would stick to what's being prescribed to me and I will follow the full instructions, continue taking the antibiotic according to the period mentioned by the clinician

	
	Isolate oneself to control the spread of possible antibiotic resistant (ABR) bacterial infection
	I try not to spread these infections among the patients which will reduce the spread of the antibiotic resistance of the antibody.

	
	Spread awareness about the severity of ABR
	I should raise awareness about this (ABR) within my family, friends and relatives

	
	Not to take antibiotics without prescription
	I guess my role if I want to be a good citizen, I should avoid taking antibiotics without prescription





	Supplementary Table 5: Recommendations to reduce ABR

	Sub-themes
	Categories
	Quotations

	Suggestions/ recommendations to reduce ABR
	Strict adherence to doctor's prescription and instructions
	I keep telling them the duration for which they have to take the drug... you might feel better after a few doses, but you have to complete the course

	
	Avoiding self-medication with antibiotics
	..just opening Google and then buy antibiotics over the counter… this is not the appropriate way to do

	
	Raising awareness to the immediate family members, relatives and friends
	By raising awareness in the all the circle which surrounds me, whether in work at my home, the friends, school and my family.

	
	Strict policy implementations regarding providing antibiotics as over-the-counter drugs
	I think one way is, in the pharmacies antibiotic delivery has to be through prescription. That's the sort of the way to control it by Ministry of Health 

	
	Media coverage and awareness on the importance of ABR
	Awareness through cinema theatres, TV channels, through print media and through social media

	
	Avoiding overuse of antibiotics for all illnesses 
	Taking antibiotics only when it's needed... only when you have bacterial infections

	
	
	Usage of antibiotics should be less. We should not use (antibiotics) for small, small things.



