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	All Participants (n=256)
	Total number of visits to healthcare providers until treatment initiation
	
P-value

	
	
	2
(n=122)
	3
(n=79)
	4+
(n=55)
	

	Health seeking
	
	
	
	
	

	Time to first health facility visit (weeks)
	0 (0–4)
	1 (0–4)
	0 (0–3)
	0 (0–4)
	0.635

	Time to Treatment initiation (weeks)
	6 (4–9.5)
	4 (4–8)
	8 (4–8)
	8 (4–16)
	0.016

	Direct Medical costs
	0.5 (0.1–7.7)
	0.1 (0.1–3.5)
	1 (0.2–9.6)
	4.8 (0.4–19.7)
	0.0001

	Consultation fee
	0.02 (0.02–0.05)
	0.02 (0.02–0.02)
	0.03 (0.02–0.03)
	0.05(0.03-0.7)
	

	Radiography or other imaging (e.g., X-ray)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Other procedures
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Lab tests
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Medication
	0.3 (0.08–5.6)
	0.1 (0.1–2.4)
	0.3 (0.2–8.4)
	1.3 (0.2–14)
	

	Other (e.g., supplements)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Hospitalisation (day charges for time in hospital)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Direct non-medical costs
	0.2 (0–0.7)
	0 (0–0.3)
	0.3 (0–0.8)
	1.0 (0–1.8)
	0.0001

	Transportation
	0 (0–0.6)
	0 (0–0.3)
	0 (0–0.7)
	0.6 (0–1.3)
	

	Food
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Accommodation
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Other non-medical payments
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	TOTAL medical and non-medical Costs
	1.7 (0.4–8.4)
	0.6 (0.1–3.8)
	2.4 (0.7–9.8)
	6.8 (1.7–30.1)
	0.0001

	Income loss
	0 (0–48.2)
	0 (0–40.2)
	0 (0–48.2)
	0 (0–64.3)
	0.259

	TOTAL COSTS (Direct and indirect) (SD/IQR)
	60.0 (0.5–55.1)
	2.8 (0.3– 41.1)
	5.8 (0.8–65.1)
	35.8 (2.9–88.2)
	0.0002



[bookmark: _Hlk181623183]Supplementary Table 4: Direct out-of-pocket and indirect costs associated with health care seeking summarised by median and interquartile ranges (IQR). 
The p-values compare variables across participants who had 2, 3 or 4+ visits to healthcare providers prior to treatment initiation.

