	
	
	
	Delay in treatment initiation
	

	
	All Participants (n=256)
	No (≤4 weeks)
(n=114)
	Yes (>4 weeks)
(n=142)
	

	
	Mean (SD)
	Median (IQR)
	Mean (SD)
	Median (IQR)
	Mean (SD)
	Median (IQR)
	p-value*

	Direct Medical costs
	12.9 
(39.7)
	0.5 
(0.1–7.7)
	9.0 
(38,8)
	0.2 
(0.1–4.8)
	16.0 (40.2)
	1.4 
(0.1–9.7)
	0.017

	Consultation fee
	1.2 (5.5)
	0.02 
(0.02–0.05)
	1.2
(6.5)
	0.02 
(0.02–0.03)
	1.3 (4.5)
	0.02 
(0.02–0.05)
	

	Radiography or other imaging (e.g. X-ray)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	0
	

	Other procedures
	0.1 (1)
	0
	0.1 
(1.5)
	0
	0.02 (0.2)
	0
	

	Lab tests
	0.5 (3.6)
	0
	0.2 
(0.8)
	0
	0.7 (4.7)
	0
	

	Medication
	11.0 (34.7)
	0.2 
(0.08–4.2)
	7.4
(17.4)
	0.1 
(0.1–2.4)
	15.5 (21.0)
	0.2 
(0.08 – 5.6)
	

	Other (e.g. supplements)
	0.1 (1.1)
	0
	0.07 
(0.6)
	0
	0.1 (1.4)
	0
	

	Hospitalization (day charges for time in hospital)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	Direct non-medical costs
	0.8 
(2.2)
	0.2 
(0–0.7)
	0.7 
(2.8)
	0.3 
(0–0.6)
	0.8 
(1.6)
	0.2 
(0 – 1.0)
	0.552

	Transportation
	0.6 
(1.6)
	0 
(0–0.6)
	0.5 
(2.1)
	0 
(0–0.4)
	0.6 
(1.2)
	0 
(0 – 0.7)
	

	Food
	0.2 
(1.0)
	0
	0.2 
(0.8)
	0
	0.2 
(1.0)
	0
	

	Accommodation
	0.01 
(0.2)
	0
	0
	0
	0.02 (0.3)
	0
	

	Other non-medical payments*
	0 (0.1)
	0
	0
	0
	0.01 (0.1)
	0
	

	TOTAL medical and non-medical Costs
	13.6 
(39.7)
	1.7 
(0.4–8.4)
	9,7 
(38.8)
	1.0 
(0.4–5.4)
	16.8 (40.3)
	2,5 
(0,4 – 10.9)
	0.044

	Income loss
	31.9 
(89.6)
	0 
(0–48.2)
	33.2 (68.5)
	0 
(0–56.3)
	31.0 (102.8)
	0 
(0 – 48.2)
	0.897

	TOTAL COSTS (Direct, non-medical and Income loss)
	41.5 
(93.3)
	6.0 
(0.5–55.1)
	37.4 (76.6)
	3.3 
(0.4–46.6)
	44.7 (105.0)
	9.2 
(0.8 – 57.7)
	0.098
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Thank you for your comment. We added the following statement under supplementary table 2: The p-values compare variables by participants with less delayed (< 4 weeks) vs more delayed treatment initiation (> 4 weeks). 

