Supplementary File 1: Participant Consent Statement and Interview Guide
Study Title: Understanding the Rise of Vaccine Refusal: Perceptions, Fears, and Influences
Dear Participant,
You are invited to take part in a study conducted by researchers from the University of Health Sciences. This research aims to understand how people who refuse vaccines for themselves or their children explain and experience this decision.
If you agree to participate, we will conduct an interview that lasts approximately 30 to 60 minutes. You will be asked questions about your views on vaccines. Your name will not appear anywhere, and all the information you provide will be kept confidential and used only for academic purposes. You can skip any question or stop the interview at any time. If we record the interview, we will ask for your permission first. The recordings will be transcribed and anonymized. A copy of your transcribed interview and the study's results will be shared with you. By continuing, you confirm that you understand the purpose of the study and agree to participate voluntarily. 
Sociodemographic Information
Participants were asked to answer the following background questions to contextualize their responses:
1. Gender
2. Age
3. Marital status
4. Number of children
Core Interview Questions
Open-ended questions were used to allow participants to express their views and experiences freely while enabling the interviewer to probe for further detail when necessary.
5. What are your general thoughts on vaccines?
6. What are the primary reasons for your opposition to vaccines?
7. What are your concerns about vaccines?
8. How have your attitudes toward vaccine opposition changed over time?
9. Which sources do you trust when seeking information about vaccines?
10. How have the opinions of those around you influenced your stance on vaccine opposition?
11. How has being opposed to vaccines personally affected your life?
12. What are your thoughts on the impact of vaccines on public health?
Preparing Interview Questions:
· The interview guide is developed based on a review of relevant literature and expert input.
· Qualitative research experts review the guide to ensure the content is clear and valid.
· A pilot interview is conducted with a participant who meets the inclusion criteria to assess the flow and relevance of the questions.
· Based on the feedback, necessary revisions are made to improve comprehension.
· The pilot interview is not included in the main data.
Interview Procedure:
· Participants are initially contacted via phone or email to explain the study and arrange a suitable time and location for the interview.
· Interviews are conducted in Turkish, the native language of both participants and researchers, to ensure clear communication.
· The semi-structured questions are used flexibly, allowing the interviewer to ask probing and follow-up questions as needed.
· Interviews take place in private, participant-centered settings to ensure participants' comfort.
· Interviews are audio recorded with informed consent.
· The interviewer takes brief notes during and after the conversation to record nonverbal expressions and contextual cues.
· Reflexive memos are also kept throughout the process to help the researcher reflect on personal assumptions and reactions.
· These memos are reviewed during analysis to support reflexivity and analytical rigor.
