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[bookmark: _Toc127462372][bookmark: _Toc127462379]Table S1: Frequency of respondent’s knowledge on COVID-19 in Sidama regional state, October 2022
	Knowledge related questions
	Yes
	No

	
	Frequency (%)
	Frequency (%)

	A suspected case is a patient with acute respiratory illness and recent history of travel to covid-19 risk area.
	297(50)
	293(50)

	A person with laboratory confirmation of COVID 19 infection, irrespective of clinical signs and symptoms is a confirmed case.
	 364
	227

	A suspected case is any patient with fever and at least cough or shortness of breath.
	378(64)
	213(36)

	Any patient with a history of contact with a confirmed or probable COVID 19 cases in the last 14 days before symptom onset is a suspected case.
	286
	305(52)

	The main clinical symptoms of COVID-19 are fever, fatigue, dry cough, and myalgia.
	412(70)
	178(30) 

	Unlike symptoms of common cold, stuffy nose, running nose, and sneezing are less common in persons infected with the SARS-COV-2.
	178(30) 
	413(70)

	Eating Monkey, Bat or contacting wild animals would result in the infection by the SARS-COV-2.
	159(27)
	431(73)

	Patients with COVID-19 cannot spread the virus to others when they do not show signs and symptoms of the disease.
	221(37)
	 370(63)

	The SARS-COV-2 virus spreads via respiratory droplets of infected individual.
	374(64)
	 214(36)

	The incubation period of COVID-19 lasts up to 14days.
	210(36)
	 381(64)

	Children and young adults are less likely to be infected with COVID 19 thus, precautionary measures are not necessary to prevent the infection.
	163(28)
	427(72)

	Not all patients infected with COVID-19 will develop severe cases.
	344(581)
	247(42)

	Patients with underlying chronic disease conditions are at higher risk of infection and death from COVID 19.
	450(76)
	141 

	Avoiding handshakes, crowded places, and public transportation could help to prevent COVID-19
	477
	114(19)

	Antibiotics are the first line of treatment when you suspect or have a confirmed case of COVID-19.
	270(46)
	 321(54)

	Early recognition and supportive treatment help most patients recover from the infection since there is no effective cure for COVID-19.
	439(74)
	 151(26)

	Isolation and treatment of people who are infected with the COVID-19 virus are effective ways to break the chain of transmission
	439(74)
	151(26)

	Wearing face masks are used to protect both the health care Workers and the patient.
	499(84)
	92(16)

	Overall knowledge
	451(76)
	146 


[bookmark: _Toc127462373]
Table S2: Frequency of respondent’s attitudes towards COVID-19 in Sidama region, October 2022
	Attitude related question
	Yes
	No

	
	Frequency (%)
	Frequency (%)

	Do you believe that social distancing and hand washing could prevent COVID-19?
	 483
	107

	Do you have confidence in the current preventive measures put in place by the Government to mitigate COVID 19?
	 310
	280(47)

	Have you attended any social events recently?
	235
	356(60)

	Do you believe that the COVID-9 vaccine can prevent infection?
	447(76)
	144 

	Overall attitude
	345(58)
	252 (42)
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Table S3: Frequency of respondent’s COVID-19 prevention practice toward COVID-19, Sidama region, October 2022
	Practice related questions
	Yes
	No

	
	Frequency (%)
	Frequency (%)

	Do you wash your hands or sanitize your hands regularly?
	219(37)
	370(63)

	Do you regularly use facemask at point of care (when rendering service to sick patients)?
	 140
	
451(76)

	Do you use a facemask when you have flu-like symptoms?
	214(36)
	377(64)

	Do you use non-conventional remedies (Honey, garlic, ginger, and lime) when you have flu-like symptoms?
	372(63)
	217(37)

	In recent times, have you worn a face mask when leaving your home?
	70 (12)
	519

	Overall practice
	168(28)
	429(72)
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