
Informed Consent
The Latin American and Caribbean Nutrition and Health Community of Practice (Colansa) is conducting a study to identify research needs related to the development and implementation of national public policies aimed at promoting healthy food environments in Latin American and Caribbean countries.
Within this framework, we would like to invite you to participate in a survey. It will take you between 20 and 30 minutes to complete. The survey has three parts:
1) First, we will show you the policies currently in effect       in your country, which have been gathered  through  a documentary review; and we will ask you to corroborate the findings      .
2) Then, we will ask you which policies to promote in your country need to be researched.
3) Finally, we will ask you about the research needs related to the selected policies. That is, what knowledge must be generated to enable the development or advancement of these policies in your country.

Please note that your participation is entirely voluntary, and you may withdraw from the survey at any time. You will not receive any remuneration for your participation. Your data will be treated with strict confidentiality. Thank you very much for your valuable contribution.

It is not necessary to know all the policies listed to answer the questionnaire. Click here if you would like to see an example.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this research, please contact the study leader: Dr. Vilma Irazola, info@iecs.org.ar, +54 11 4777-8767 and the IRB Research Ethics Committee (Iniciativa y Reflexión Bioética), +54 11 3965 8409.

1. To continue, please read and click on       the following statement:
	
· I have read and understood the information provided above, and I have no further questions about my participation in this study. I understand that my participation is voluntary, and I am free to withdraw from the survey at any time without obligation to explain my reasoning      .

2. Please list       your affiliation(s), place(s) of work.	


3. What is your current position (activity, position or function)? You may include more than one.





4. In which sector(s) do you work?	

· Multilateral organizations (for example FAO, WHO, UNICEF, IDB, among others)
· Government entities (for example ministries, legislators, decision-makers)
· Other public management entities (for example hospitals, health centers, etc.)
· Non-governmental organizations dedicated primarily to political advocacy and/or consumer defense
· Community-based organizations, patient organizations
· Academic and/or research institutions
· Private businesses
· Others (please clarify)___________

5. Do you have any conflict of interest to declare?	
· Yes
· No

6. Indicate the conflict of interest you wish to declare. Please specify the year.	



7. In [Country] there is a national regulation/law/policy that limits sodium content in processed foods (maximum limits, mandatory).
· Yes, I agree.
· No, I disagree.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:
_________________________________________

8. Do you know the level of implementation?	
· The law/regulation has been enacted but has not yet been implemented.
· The law/regulation has been partially implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been fully implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is only partially monitored.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is being adequately monitored.
· I don't know the level of implementation.
· Other (specify): _______________________________________

9. In [Country] there is at least one national regulation/law/policy that limits the trans fat content in processed foods (maximum limits, mandatory).	
· Yes, I agree.
· No, I disagree.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey: __________________

10. Do you know the level of implementation?	
· The law/regulation has been enacted but has not yet been implemented.
· The law/regulation has been partially implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been fully implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is only partially monitored.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is being adequately monitored.
· I don't know the level of implementation.
· Other (specify)___________________

11. In [Country] there is a national regulation/law/policy that limits the content of added sugars in processed foods (maximum limits, mandatory).	
· Yes, I agree.
· No, I disagree.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:___________________________

12. Do you know the level of implementation?	
· The law/regulation has been enacted but has not yet been implemented.
· The law/regulation has been partially implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been fully implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is only partially monitored.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is being adequately monitored.
· I don't know the level of implementation.
· Other (specify): _____________________

13. In [Country] there is a nationwide policy regulating the front-of-pack labeling of processed foods.	
· Yes, I agree
· No, I disagree.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:__________________________

14. Do you know the level of implementation?	
· The law/regulation has been enacted but has not yet been implemented.
· The law/regulation has been partially implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been fully implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is only partially monitored.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is being adequately monitored.
· I don't know the level of implementation.
· Other (specify): ____________________

15. What is the front-end labeling system implemented in your country?	
· Warning seals
· NutriScore (5 colors)
· Daily Quantity Guidelines (DQG)
· Traffic Light
· Other (specify)

16. In [Country] there is a nationwide policy that regulates the mandatory declaration of ingredients and nutrient content on the nutrition labeling of packaged products.
· Yes, I agree
· No, I disagree     
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:____________

17. Do you know the level of implementation?	
· The law/regulation has been enacted but has not yet been implemented.
· The law/regulation has been partially implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been fully implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is only partially monitored.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is being adequately monitored.
· I don't know the level of implementation.
· Other (specify):____________________________

18. In [Country] there is at least one nationwide regulation restricting the advertising of unhealthy foods to children.	
· Yes, I agree
· No, I disagree
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:________________

19. Do you know the level of implementation?	
· The law/regulation has been enacted but has not yet been implemented.
· The law/regulation has been partially implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been fully implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is only partially monitored.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is being adequately monitored.
· I don't know the level of implementation.
· Other (specify)________________________

20. In [Country] there is a nationwide policy that encourages the promotion and advertising of healthy foods.	
· Yes, I agree.
· No, I disagree.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:___________________________

21. Do you know the level of implementation?
· The law/regulation has been enacted but has not yet been implemented.
· The law/regulation has been partially implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been fully implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is only partially monitored.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is being adequately monitored.
· I don't know the level of implementation.
· Other (specific):____________________

22. In [Country] there is a nationwide regulation that limits the display and/or placement of unhealthy products in certain sectors of retail outlets.	
· Yes, I agree.
· No, I disagree.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:__________________

23. Do you know the level of implementation?	
· The law/regulation has been enacted but has not yet been implemented.
· The law/regulation has been partially implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been fully implemented, but there is no monitoring of compliance.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is only partially monitored.
· The law/regulation has been implemented and compliance is being adequately monitored.
· I don´t know the level of implementation.
· Other (specify)______________________________


Below, we will name a number of policies that we believe are NOT in effect in your country. Now, we will ask you to confirm whether the information we have collected       is correct and up to date. Please indicate whether you agree with the following statements:


24. In [Country] there are NO taxes or fees applied at the national level to the purchase and/or importation of sugar-sweetened beverages.	
· I agree with this information.
· I disagree with this information.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:________________________

25. Could you provide us with more information on the existing regulation?	




26. In [Country] there are NO nationally applicable subsidies for the purchase of healthy foods.	
· I agree with this information.
· I disagree with this information.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:___________________

27. Could you provide us with more information on the existing regulation?	




28. In [Country] there is NO nationwide policy that includes fiscal incentives for sustainable agriculture.	
· I agree with this information.
· I disagree with this information.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:__________________

29. Could you provide us with more information on the existing regulation?	





30. In [Country] there are NO national food-based dietary guidelines.	
· I agree with this information.
· I disagree with this information.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:_________________

31. Could you provide us with more information on the existing regulation?




32. In [Country] there is NOT at least one food policy that seeks to reduce inequalities and protect vulnerable populations.
· I agree with this information.
· I agree with this information.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:__________________

33. Could you provide us with more information on the existing regulation?	




34. In [Country] the government has NOT implemented guidelines to restrict industry influence and prevent conflicts of interest, as well as guidelines to ensure transparency in food and nutrition policies.	
· I agree with this information.
· I disagree with this information.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:_________________________

35. Could you provide us with more information on the implementation of the existing guidelines      ?	




36. In [Country] there is NO policy that is substantially aligned with the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes and subsequent World Health Assembly Resolutions.	
· I agree with this information.
· I disagree with this information.
· I don't know. If you know someone who could answer this question, please add his/her data to invite him/her to participate in this survey:_________________________

37. Could you provide us with more information on the existing regulation?	




38. Do you know of any national policy or regulation in effect       in your country with a focus on promoting healthy and equitable food environments that has NOT been mentioned in the previous section?	
· Yes
· No
	
39. Please specify which one(s).	




40. First      priority policy	
· Regulation of Sodium Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of Trans Fat Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of added sugar content in processed foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of front-of-line food labeling
· Declaration of ingredient or nutrient content on labels
· Restriction of advertising directed to children
· Promotion and advertising of healthy foods
· Food availability at points of sale (display and location)
· Regulation in schools and early childhood education services for food service activities.
· Taxes on purchases and/or importation of sugar-sweetened beverages.
· Taxes on unhealthy foods
· Subsidies for the purchase of healthy foods
· Tax incentives for sustainable agriculture
· Implementation of food-based dietary guidelines.
· Reduction of inequalities and protection of vulnerable populations in relation to food.
· Guidelines to restrict industry influence and prevent conflicts of interest, as well as guidelines to ensure transparency in food and nutrition policies.
· Monitoring of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes

41. What research or new information is needed to advance/improve this policy?
· Study(s) on BARRIERS to adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on MAPPING of ACTORS involved in the policy cycle.
· IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL study/s.
· Study(s) on monitoring and compliance.
· Study/s on INDUSTRY INTERFERENCE in adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on the IMPACT of the policy after implementation.
· Study/s with MODELS or other predictions about the IMPACT of the policy in your country.
· Study/s about the acceptance of the policy by the population.
· Other (specify)______________

42. Second priority policy:
· Regulation of Sodium Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of Trans Fat Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of added sugar content in processed foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of front-of-line food labeling
· Declaration of ingredient or nutrient content on labels
· Restriction of advertising directed to children
· Promotion and advertising of healthy foods
· Food availability at points of sale (display and location)
· Regulation in schools and early childhood education services for food service activities.
· Taxes on purchases and/or importation of sugar-sweetened beverages.
· Taxes on unhealthy foods
· Subsidies for the purchase of healthy foods
· Tax incentives for sustainable agriculture      
· Implementation of food-based dietary guidelines.
· Reduction of inequalities and protection of vulnerable populations in relation to food.
· Guidelines to restrict industry influence and prevent conflicts of interest, as well as guidelines to ensure transparency in food and nutrition policies.
· Monitoring of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes

43. What research or new information is needed to advance/improve this policy?
· Study(s) on BARRIERS to adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on MAPPING of ACTORS involved in the policy cycle.
· IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL study/s.
· Study(s) on monitoring and compliance.
· Study/s on INDUSTRY INTERFERENCE in adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on the IMPACT of the policy after implementation.
· Study/s with MODELS or other predictions about the IMPACT of the policy in your country.
· Study/s about the acceptance of the policy by the population.
· Other (specify)__________________________

44. Third priority policy	
· Regulation of Sodium Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of Trans Fat Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of added sugar content in processed foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of front-of-line food labeling
· Declaration of ingredient or nutrient content on labels
· Restriction of advertising directed to children
· Promotion and advertising of healthy foods
· Food availability at points of sale (display and location)
· Regulation in schools and early childhood education services for food service activities.
· Taxes on purchases and/or importation of sugar-sweetened beverages.
· Taxes on unhealthy foods
· Subsidies for the purchase of healthy foods
· Tax incentives for sustainable agriculture
· Implementation of food-based dietary guidelines.
· Reduction of inequalities and protection of vulnerable populations in relation to food.
· Guidelines to restrict industry influence and prevent conflicts of interest, as well as guidelines to ensure transparency in food and nutrition policies.
· Monitoring of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes

45. What research or new information is needed to advance/improve this policy?
· Study(s) on BARRIERS to adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on MAPPING of ACTORS involved in the policy cycle.
· IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL study/s.
· Study(s) on monitoring and compliance.
· Study/s on INDUSTRY INTERFERENCE in adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on the IMPACT of the policy after implementation.
· Study/s with MODELS or other predictions about the IMPACT of the policy in your country.
· Study/s about the acceptance of the policy by the population.
· Other (specify)______________________________

46. Fourth priority policy	
· Regulation of Sodium Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of Trans Fat Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of added sugar content in processed foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of front-of-line food labeling
· Declaration of ingredient or nutrient content on labels
· Restriction of advertising directed to children
· Promotion and advertising of healthy foods
· Food availability at points of sale (display and location)
· Regulation in schools and early childhood education services for food service activities.
· Taxes on purchases and/or importation of sugar-sweetened beverages.
· Taxes on unhealthy foods
· Subsidies for the purchase of healthy foods
· Tax incentives for sustainable agriculture
· Implementation of food-based dietary guidelines.
· Reduction of inequalities and protection of vulnerable populations in relation to food.
· Guidelines to restrict industry influence and prevent conflicts of interest, as well as guidelines to ensure transparency in food and nutrition policies.
· Monitoring of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes

47. What research or new information is needed to advance/improve this policy?
· Study(s) on BARRIERS to adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on MAPPING of ACTORS involved in the policy cycle.
· IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL study/s.
· Study(s) on monitoring and compliance.
· Study/s on INDUSTRY INTERFERENCE in adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on the IMPACT of the policy after implementation.
· Study/s with MODELS or other predictions about the IMPACT of the policy in your country.
· Study/s about the acceptance of the policy by the population.
· Other (specify)

48. Fifth priority policy	
· Regulation of Sodium Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of Trans Fat Content in Processed Foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of added sugar content in processed foods (maximum limits)
· Regulation of front-of-line food labeling
· Declaration of ingredient or nutrient content on labels
· Restriction of advertising directed to children
· Promotion and advertising of healthy foods
· Food availability at points of sale (display and location)
· Regulation in schools and early childhood education services for food service activities.
· Taxes on purchases and/or importation of sugar-sweetened beverages.
· Taxes on unhealthy foods
· Subsidies for the purchase of healthy foods
· Tax incentives for sustainable agriculture
· Implementation of food-based dietary guidelines.
· Reduction of inequalities and protection of vulnerable populations in relation to food.
· Guidelines to restrict industry influence and prevent conflicts of interest, as well as guidelines to ensure transparency in food and nutrition policies.
· Monitoring of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes

49. What research or new information is needed to advance/improve this policy?
· Study(s) on BARRIERS to adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on MAPPING of ACTORS involved in the policy cycle.
· IMPLEMENTATION LEVEL study/s.
· Study(s) on monitoring and compliance.
· Study/s on INDUSTRY INTERFERENCE in adoption or implementation.
· Study/s on the IMPACT of the policy after implementation.
· Study/s with MODELS or other predictions about the IMPACT of the policy in your country.
· Study/s about the acceptance of the policy by the population.
· Other (specify)

50. Name and Surname	(optional)




51. E-Mail	Open-Ended Response (optional)

	
	

