Supplementary File 1
Questionnaire: Flood Preparedness of Rural Health Centers (RHCs)
This questionnaire is designed to assess the flood preparedness of Rural Health Centers (RHCs) in flood-prone districts. The instrument evaluates structural, non-structural, and functional preparedness related to building safety, protection of equipment and supplies, emergency coordination, service continuity, accessibility, transport, human resources, and capacity building during flood events. The information collected will be used solely for research purposes to understand institutional strengths and gaps in flood preparedness. Your responses should reflect the current and actual conditions of your facility. There are no right or wrong answers. Please respond honestly based on existing infrastructure, systems, and practices in your RHC.
Please indicate the current status of each item in your facility by selecting one option.
Response Options:
☐ Yes
☐ No
(Please tick only one response per item.)
1. Name of Rural Health Center (RHC): __________________________
2. District: __________________________
3. Position/Designation of Respondent: __________________________
4. Years of Experience in Current Position: __________________________
5. Total Years of Professional Experience: __________________________
6. Date of Interview: __________________________
7. Does the building have structural integrity and flood resistance to withstand flood impact and water damage?
☐ Yes
 ☐ No
8.  Is there adequate on-site space available for emergency evacuation and temporary shelter?
☐ Yes
 ☐ No
9. Are oxygen cylinders placed above expected flood levels?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
10. Are oxygen valves, regulators, and pipelines protected from floodwater damage?
☐ Yes
☐ No
11. Are backup oxygen cylinders reserved specifically for flood emergencies?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
12. Are emergency exit signs battery-operated or visible during flooding and power outages?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
13. Are evacuation routes clearly marked and usable during flood events?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
14. Are designated internal safe zones identified for temporary shelter during flooding?
☐ Yes
☐ No
15. Are measures in place to prevent flood damage to critical medical equipment?
☐ Yes
☐ No
16. Is a backup or alternative power supply available during floods?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
17. Is equipment stored in an organized manner that enables rapid relocation during emergencies?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
18. Are there written protocols for shutting down and restarting equipment during floods?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
19. Are hazardous materials and chemicals stored safely to prevent flood exposure?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
20. Is safety information available for chemical handling during floods?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
21. Is there an adequate pre-flood stock of essential medicines?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
22. Are dedicated contingency medical supplies reserved for flood response?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
23. Is there a flood-specific emergency response plan in place?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
24. Are staff roles and responsibilities clearly assigned for flood emergencies?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
25. Is there a coordination mechanism with local disaster management authorities?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
26. Are roads passable for staff and patients during flood emergencies?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
27. Are alternative access routes available if primary roads are blocked during floods?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
28. Are emergency shelter items available on-site?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
29. Is functional power support available to maintain essential services during floods?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
30. Is safe drinking water available during emergencies?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
31. Are emergency food supplies available for short-term response?
☐ Yes
☐ No
32. Are additional beds or resting arrangements available for surge patients during floods?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
33. Is transport available for patient referral during flood emergencies?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
34. Is there an updated inventory of available transport resources?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
35. Is there an internal emergency coordination mechanism within the facility?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
36. Is there designated staff responsible for emergency coordination?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
37. Are functional health committees actively supporting emergency preparedness and response?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
38. Is there general operational planning in place for emergency response?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
39. Have staff received emergency preparedness training?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
40. Are regular emergency response drills conducted for staff?
☐ Yes 
☐ No
41. Do you have any additional comments, observations, or recommendations regarding flood preparedness in this facility?



42. In your opinion, what are the main challenges this facility faces in preparing for floods?



43. What improvements would you prioritize to strengthen flood preparedness at this facility?






Thank you very much for your time and valuable responses. Your input is essential for understanding and improving flood preparedness in Rural Health Centers and will contribute to strengthening health system resilience.

