       Table S1: Categories and Roles of In-Depth Interview Participants (N=60) 
	Participant category/institution
	Roles and responsibilities
	n
	MDSR cycle stage

	Policy & Governance Level

	Provincial and North Aceh District 

	Establishing and enforcing local regulations supporting MDSR implementation

	Policymakers:
· Governor/Secretariat
· Regent/Secretariat





	· Defines the working procedures of all involved participants (such as officers from the Provincial Health Office (PHO) and District Health Office (DHO), review teams, obstetricians, nurses, midwives, and community health workers) at every stage of MDSR implementation throughout the five cycles,
· Establishes local regulations or policies to enforce MDSR implementation in target facilities,
· Defines the working responsibilities between district maternal death audit/review teams and health care facilities,
· Coordinates with other institutions  at provincial and district levels,
· Legalises budget allocation for local agencies at provincial and district levels,
· Enacts budget distribution for local agencies at provincial and district levels.
	2
	Throughout the MDSR cycle stages 

	Overseeing the monitoring and evaluation of MDSR policy implementation

	Provincial and North Aceh District Planning Agencies (BAPPEDA)
	· Facilitates collaboration with various agencies to create and plan development strategies and budget distribution at the provincial and district levels,
· Monitors and evaluates the work performance of other agencies at provincial and district levels.
	2
	Throughout the MDSR cycle stages 

	Observing MDSR policy implementation

	Maternal and child health observers
	Observes maternal death reduction progress
	2
	Throughout the MDSR cycle stages 

	Universitas Malikussaleh /UNIMAL University (chief of study program, Medicine Faculty)
	Supports maternal death reduction programs through education and research 
	1
	Throughout the MDSR cycle stages 

	Population and Family Planning Agency
	· Implements and evaluates family planning programs
	1
	Throughout the MDSR cycle stages 

	Media
	Monitors government efforts in reducing maternal deaths in Aceh
	2
	Throughout the MDSR cycle stages 

	UNICEF
	· Supports DHO in improving access to health and nutrition services for mothers and children in North Aceh,
· Enhances capacity building of midwives and nurses through training at both district and sub-district levels.
	1
	Throughout the MDSR cycle stages 

	Health system/Facility Level

	Conducting and providing technical support for MDSR policy implementation

	PHO and North Aceh DHOs
	Chiefs of PHO and DHO
	· Serves as provincial and/or district MDSR steering committees,
· Compiles the MMR during and post pregnancy period at district and provincial levels,
· Monitors and evaluates maternal health programs,
· Defines district maternal death review teams,
· Conducts district maternal death reviews,
· Under  PHO coordination, the DHO provides recommendations to target health facilities,
· Enhances capacity building of actors involved in reducing maternal deaths at Puskesmas and village levels.   
	2
	Throughout the MDSR cycle stages 

	
	Chiefs’ division of Maternal and Child Health 
	· Formulates, implements, evaluates, and reports on maternal and child health programs,
· Provides technical guidance on maternal and child health.
	2
	3rd 5th stages

	
	Chiefs’ division of Epidemiology and Surveillance
	· Observes, assesses and analyses disease incidents (communicable and non-communicable diseases) and other health problems,
· Conducts immunisations,
· Coordinates with cross sectoral agencies on health surveillance and immunization,
· Provides technical guidance on maternal and child health surveillance and immunization,
· Monitors and evaluates surveillance and immunisation efforts.

	2
	3rd 5th stages

	
	Chiefs’ division of Disease Prevention and Control 
	
	2
	3rd 5th stages 

	Cut Meutia district general hospital 
	· Identifies maternal deaths (women of reproductive age/WRA) occurring in the hospital, 
· Fills out the Maternal Medical Record (MMR) form, 
· Conducts an internal maternal death review, makes a report, and provides potential recommendations to the hospital,
· Forwards the report and recommendations to DHO.  
	2
	Stages 1 – 4 

	Lhoksukon Sub-district

	Community Health Centre/Puskesmas/
PKMs

	Chiefs of Puskesmas Lhoksu
kon and Buket Hagu
	· Implements health programs such as the Integrated Health Program (Posyandu), focusing on maternal and child health, family planning, vaccination, nutritional improvement, diarrhoea treatment, enhancement of environmental health, and the prevention and management of both communicable and non-communicable diseases,
· Conducts monitoring and evaluation on health policies and programs, including MDSR programs.
	2
	1st  2nd 4th stages

	
	Midwifery coordinators
	· Compiles Maternal Verbal Autopsy (MVA) data received from village midwives, and then forwards the compilation to DHO,
	2
	1st 2nd 4th stages

	Maternity clinics 
	Identifies maternal deaths occurring in the clinic, fills out the Maternal Medical Record (MMR) form, makes a report, and then forwards it to the DHO

	7
	1st 2nd 4th stages

	Medical doctor clinics
	
	6
	

	Two village representatives   (Buket Hagu and Kp. Baru villages)

	Village heads
	· Supports village midwives in identifying the cause of deaths among women of reproductive age (WRA) within their village jurisdiction.
	2
	1st stage

	Neighborhood chiefs
	· 
	2
	

	Village midwives
	· Identifies cause of  maternal deaths among women of reproductive age (WRA) within their assigned village areas,
· Fills out maternal verbal autopsy (MVA) forms,
· Prepares a report on MVA in the village,
· Forwards the report to DHO.  
	2
	1st and 2nd stages

	Integrated health program (Posyandu) cadres 
	· Assists the village midwife in identifying the cause of  maternal deaths (WRA) in their assigned village areas,
· Assists the village midwife in filling out maternal verbal autopsy (MVA) forms in their assigned village areas. 
	2
	1st stage

	Family planning field workers
	· Supports village midwives in identifying the cause of deaths for women of reproductive age (WRA) within their  assigned village areas.
	2
	1st stage

	Traditional birth attendants (TBA)
	· Assists the village midwife in identifying the cause of  maternal deaths (WRA) in their village areas.

	2
	1st stage

	Community Level

	Locally-based supporting MDSR policy implementation: Community representatives

	Village religious figures or key/respected leaders 
	· Supports the DHO in implementing the MDSR program through a religious approach,
· Supports healthcare personnel in reducing maternal deaths in villages through a religious approach,
· Advises villagers, especially pregnant women, husbands, and family members, to regularly seek examination of their pregnancies by healthcare personnel (e.g. midwives), through religious teachings and speech.
	2
	1st stage






	Community representatives

	Pregnant women

	· Identifies/explores the challenges or issues that hinder the implementation of MDSR, especially at the first stage, at the community level,
· Identifies/explores the opportunities for enhancing the implementation of MDSR, especially at the first stage, at the community level.

	2
	

	
	Postpartum women
	· 
	2
	

	
	Husbands/family members
	· 
	2
	

	
	Husbands/family members from death mothers 
	· 
	2
	

	Total number of participants  
	60
	



