Supplementary material 3: Search strategy
Databases: Embase (2000 to 2024 Week 52); Ovid MEDLINE(R) and Epub Ahead of Print, In-Process, In-Data-Review & Other Non-Indexed Citations, Daily and Versions (2000 to 18 December 2024).
Interface: Ovid.
	Line
	Search term

	1
	exp Air Pollution/ or exp Air Pollutants/

	2
	exp Particulate Matter/ or exp Environmental Exposure/

	3
	(air adj3 pollut*).ti,ab.

	4
	air quality.ti,ab.

	5
	ambient air.ti,ab.

	6
	(“PM2.5” or PM10 or “particulate matter”).ti,ab.

	7
	(outdoor air or atmospheric pollut*).ti,ab.

	8
	(nitrogen dioxide or NO2 or sulfur dioxide or SO2).ti,ab.

	9
	or/1-8

	10
	exp Respiratory Tract Diseases/

	11
	exp Asthma/ or exp Bronchitis/

	12
	exp Pulmonary Disease, Chronic Obstructive/

	13
	exp Tuberculosis/ or exp Tuberculosis, Pulmonary/

	14
	exp Mycobacterium tuberculosis/

	15
	exp Influenza, Human/

	16
	exp Orthomyxoviridae/

	17
	exp Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome/

	18
	exp Respiratory Tract Infections/

	19
	(respirator* or pulmonary or lung).ti,ab.

	20
	(asthma* or bronchitis or COPD).ti,ab.

	21
	(wheez* or breathless* or dyspnea).ti,ab.

	22
	(airway disease* or respiratory tract infection*).ti,ab.

	23
	(tuberculosis or TB).ti,ab.

	24
	(mycobacterium adj3 tuberculosis).ti,ab.

	25
	(pulmonary adj3 TB).ti,ab.

	26
	(lung adj3 TB).ti,ab.

	27
	(multidrug resistant adj3 (TB or tuberculosis)).ti,ab.

	28
	(MDR-TB or XDR-TB).ti,ab.

	29
	(influenza* or flu).ti,ab.

	30
	(H1N1 or H3N2 or H5N1 or H7N9).ti,ab.

	31
	(severe acute respiratory infection* or SARI).ti,ab.

	32
	(severe adj3 respiratory adj3 infection*).ti,ab.

	33
	(acute adj3 respiratory adj3 infection*).ti,ab.

	34
	(respiratory adj3 (syndrome* or illness*)).ti,ab.

	35
	(ILI or “influenza-like illness*”).ti,ab.

	36
	or/10-35

	37
	exp Developing Countries/

	38
	(low income adj2 (countr* or nation* or economy*)).ti,ab.

	39
	(least developed adj2 (countr* or nation*)).ti,ab.

	40
	(afghanistan* or afghan or afghans).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	41
	(burkina faso* or burkinese* or upper volta*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	42
	(burundi* or urundi*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	43
	(central african republic* or ubangi shari*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	44
	(chad* or tchad*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	45
	(congo* or dr congo* or democratic republic congo* or drc or zaire*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	46
	(eritrea* or erythrea*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	47
	(ethiopia* or abyssinia*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	48
	gambia*.ti,ab,hw,kf.

	49
	(guinea bissau* or bissau*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	50
	liberia*.ti,ab,hw,kf.

	51
	(madagascar* or malagasy*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	52
	(malawi* or nyasaland*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	53
	(mali or malian*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	54
	(mozambique* or mozambican*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	55
	(niger not nigeria*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	56
	(rwanda* or ruanda*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	57
	(sierra leone* or sierraleon*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	58
	somalia*.ti,ab,hw,kf.

	59
	(south sudan* or s sudan*).ti,ab,hw,kf.

	60
	sudan*.ti,ab,hw,kf.

	61
	syria*.ti,ab,hw,kf.

	62
	togo*.ti,ab,hw,kf.

	63
	uganda*.ti,ab,hw,kf.

	64
	yemen*.ti,ab,hw,kf.

	65
	or/37-64

	66
	9 and 36 and 65

	67
	remove duplicates from 66


Note. Truncation symbol (*) retrieves all word variants. “adj3” requires terms within three words of each other in either direction. Field tags: ti = title; ab = abstract; hw = subject heading word; kf = keyword. “exp” denotes an exploded MeSH/Emtree heading.
