Table S1. Methodological characteristics of previous reviews on childhood undernutrition
	Author/year
	Review focus/outcome
	Review methodology
	Databases/sources searched
	No. included
	Quality assessment

	Abua et al. 2025 [1]
	Factors and determinants of malnutrition among under-five children in IDP camps in Africa
	Systematic review; PRISMA; PROSPERO registered
	Embase, MEDLINE, CINAHL, Web of Science, CABI Abstracts, Scopus, Google Scholar; grey literature searched
	8 studies
	Yes - AXIS Critical Appraisal Tool for cross-sectional studies

	Azriani et al. 2024 [2]
	Risk factors associated with stunting among under-five children in Southeast Asia
	Scoping review; Arksey and O'Malley framework; PRISMA-ScR; protocol not registered
	Scopus, PubMed, Embase, Taylor & Francis
	54 articles
	Not reported

	Elema 2025 [3]
	Magnitude and determinants of stunting among under-five children in Ethiopia
	Systematic review and meta-analysis; PRISMA; PROSPERO registered
	Search databases not clearly reported in the accessible manuscript text; preliminary review searches mentioned JBI database, Cochrane Library, CINAHL, PubMed, and EPPI
	27 articles
	Yes - JBI-MAStARI critical appraisal

	Gusnedi et al. 2023 [4]
	Risk factors associated with childhood stunting in Indonesia
	Systematic review and meta-analysis; PRISMA
	PubMed, ProQuest, EBSCO, Google Scholar
	17 studies
	Yes - Newcastle-Ottawa Quality Assessment Scale; publication bias assessed using Egger's and Begg's tests

	Hossain et al. 2024 [5]
	Risk or associated factors of wasting among under-five children in Bangladesh
	Systematic review; PRISMA
	MEDLINE, EMBASE, CINAHL, Web of Science, Cochrane Library; snowball/reference searching and Google search engine
	31 articles/documents
	Not reported

	Kalinda et al. 2024 [6]
	Determinants of childhood stunting in Rwanda using a multisectoral framework
	Systematic review update and meta-analysis; PRISMA; UNICEF conceptual framework
	CINAHL, MEDLINE, PubMed, Google Scholar; DHS reports and project reports/grey literature
	25 peer-reviewed papers and 5 DHS reports
	Yes - adapted JBI checklist for analytical cross-sectional studies

	Kassaw et al. 2023 [7]
	Pooled prevalence and determinants of stunting among children during the critical period in Ethiopia
	Systematic review and meta-analysis; PROSPERO registered
	PubMed, Google Scholar, CINAHL, Hinari, open Google; hand searching; unpublished studies from research centers and libraries
	14 studies
	Yes - JBI critical appraisal checklist for observational studies; publication bias assessed

	Kassaw et al. 2024 [8]
	Wasting and associated factors among under-two children in Ethiopia
	Systematic review and meta-analysis; PROSPERO registered
	Hinari, PubMed, Google Scholar, Scopus, open Google; research centers and university repositories
	14 studies
	Yes - JBI quality assessment checklist for observational studies; publication bias assessed

	Katoch et al. 2022 [9]
	Determinants of malnutrition among children, including stunting, wasting, underweight, and overweight
	Systematic review; PRISMA
	Google Scholar
	37 studies
	Not reported

	Sawadogo et al. 2022 [10]
	Factors associated with childhood chronic malnutrition in West and Central Africa
	Scoping review; Arksey and O'Malley framework; PRISMA-ScR; no protocol registration
	CAIRN, PubMed, CINAHL, MEDLINE, Scopus, Google Scholar
	68 articles
	Not reported

	Simwanza et al. 2023 [11]
	Risk factors of child malnutrition in Sub-Saharan Africa
	Scoping review; Arksey and O'Malley framework
	EBSCOhost, Google Scholar, PubMed, Demographic Research, ResearchGate
	8 articles
	Not reported

	Taderegew et al. 2025 [12]
	Stunting and its predictors among children aged 6-59 months in Ethiopia
	Systematic review and meta-analysis; PRISMA; PROSPERO registered
	PubMed, Scopus, Google Scholar, African Journals Online, Cochrane Library; reference list searching
	43 papers
	Yes - modified Newcastle-Ottawa Scale and Hoy risk-of-bias tool for prevalence studies

	Togatorop et al. 2024 [13]
	Predictors of stunting among children aged 0-24 months in Southeast Asia
	Scoping review; JBI scoping review methodology; PRISMA-ScR; PCC framework
	MEDLINE/PubMed, CINAHL Plus with Full Text, Web of Science, Scopus, Cochrane Library
	27 articles
	Not reported

	Islam et al. 2020 [14]
	Determinants of stunting during the first 1,000 days of life in Bangladesh
	Literature review guided by the WHO conceptual framework for childhood stunting
	PubMed, Cochrane Library, VU e-library, Science.gov, BASE; snowballing
	26 articles/items
	Yes - STROBE checklist for observational studies and additional criteria for experimental studies
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