Additional file 3. Socio-demographics among men aged 15-49 in the four nationally representative post-2008 population-based surveys. 
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	Malawi
N (%)
	Rwanda
N (%)
	Zambia
N (%)
	Zimbabwe
N (%)

	Survey year
	2015-2016
	2019-2020
	2018
	2015

	Sample size 
	6015 (100)
	4062 (100)
	9295 (100)
	6155 (100)

	Age group
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	938 (15.8)
	281 (6.9)
	1345 (13.5)
	605 (9.5)

	20-24 
	1219 (20.8)
	563 (13.9)
	1765 (19.1)
	1079 (16.9)

	25-29
	1010 (16.5)
	641 (15.2)
	1585 (17.9)
	1112 (17.9)

	30-34 
	928 (15.0)
	791 (19.8)
	1348 (14.7)
	1077 (18.0)

	35-39 
	857 (14.4)
	779 (19.3)
	1273 (13.6)
	922 (14.9)

	40-44 
	614 (10.1)
	568 (14.0)
	1088 (11.7)
	788 (13.2)

	45-49 
	449 (7.3)
	439 (10.9)
	891 (9.4)
	572 (9.7)

	Geographic residence
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	1331 (18.5)
	994 (19.8)
	3374 (43.0)
	2660 (37.9)

	Rural
	4684 (81.5)
	3068 (80.2)
	5921 (57.0)
	3495 (62.1)

	Mobility (away from home >1 month)
	
	
	
	

	No
	5207 (86.6)
	3616 (89.1)
	7931 (85.7)
	5189 (84.8)

	Yes
	808 (13.4)
	446 (10.9)
	1364 (14.3)
	966 (15.2)

	Current occupational status
	
	
	
	

	Unemployed
	860 (12.9)
	171 (4.1)
	1606 (16.8)
	1512 (24.7)

	Employed
	5155 (87.1)
	3891 (95.9)
	7689 (83.2)
	4643 (75.3)

	Highest level of education attained
	
	
	
	

	No education
	317 (5.8)
	383 (9.5)
	390 (4.2)
	32 (0.5)

	Primary level
	3308 (56.9)
	2616 (65.3)
	3623 (37.1)
	1306 (22.1)

	Secondary level
	2076 (31.8)
	780 (19.1)
	4452 (49.6)
	3998 (64.6)

	Higher level
	314 (5.6)
	283 (6.1)
	830 (9.1)
	819 (12.8)

	Religion
	
	
	
	

	Catholic / Orthodox
	1104 (19.2)
	1738 (41.6)
	1727 (18.9)
	514 (8.3)

	Protestant / Other Christian
	4162 (66.7)
	2104 (53.0)
	7418 (79.4)
	4198 (68.1)

	Muslim/None/Other
	749 (14.1)
	220 (5.3)
	150 (1.2)
	1443 (23.6)

	Marital status
	
	
	
	

	Never married
	1828 (30.1)
	1137 (27.1)
	3325 (35.4)
	1768 (27.5)

	Married or living together
	3952 (66.0)
	2805 (70.0)
	5529 (59.6)
	3987 (65.8)

	Divorced/Separated/Widowed
	235 (3.9)
	120 (2.9)
	441 (5.0)
	400 (6.7)

	Wealth index
	
	
	
	

	Poorest
	874 (16.4)
	726 (17.2)
	1891 (17.5)
	873 (15.6)  

	Poorer
	1097 (19.1)
	717 (18.0)
	1890 (18.0)
	955 (17.6)

	Middle
	1153 (19.8)
	802 (20.6)
	2032 (20.2)
	1006 (17.9)

	Richer
	1256 (20.4)
	859 (21.6)
	1698 (22.2)
	1587 (23.9)

	Richest
	1635 (24.4)
	958 (22.7)
	1784 (22.0)
	1734 (25.0)

	Current exposure to mass media
	
	
	
	

	Newspaper or magazines
	
	
	
	

	Not at all
	3554 (58.7)
	2761 (68.9)
	6014 (62.6)
	2372 (40.4)

	Less than once a week
	1534 (25.6)
	654 (16.3)
	1251 (14.1)
	1714 (28.2)

	At least once a week
	927 (15.7)
	647 (14.9)
	2030 (23.3)
	2069 (31.4)

	Radio
	
	
	
	

	Not at all
	1271 (21.4)
	292 (7.3)
	2947 (29.6)
	1642 (24.9)

	Less than once a week
	1651 (27.6)
	489 (12.1)
	1280 (13.9)
	1462 (23.8)

	At least once a week
	3093 (51.0)
	3281 (80.6)
	5068 (56.5)
	3051 (51.3)

	Television
	
	
	
	

	Not at all
	3516 (59.7)
	1443 (36.9)
	4768 (46.5)
	2541 (43.7)

	Less than once a week
	1323 (22.6)
	1396 (34.2)
	1078 (11.5) 
	1390 (23.0)

	At least once a week
	1176 (17.8)
	1223 (28.9)
	3449 (42.0)
	2224 (33.3)

	HIV knowledge
	
	
	
	

	Can reduce HIV risk by fewer partners (baseline =  those aware of HIV or AIDS)
	
	
	
	

	No
	583 (9.2)
	476 (12.0)
	334 (3.9)
	229 (3.9)

	Yes
	5372 (90.5)
	3577 (87.9)
	8880 (95.9)
	5889 (95.7)

	Don’t know 
	18 (0.3)
	6 (0.1)
	24 (0.3)
	23 (0.4)

	Can reduce HIV risk by condom use (baseline = those aware of HIV or AIDS)
	
	
	
	

	No
	1388 (22.7)
	184 (4.5)
	887 (10.4)
	512 (8.4)

	Yes
	4549 (76.8)
	3874 (95.5)
	8277 (88.9)
	5589 (90.9)

	Don’t know 
	36 (0.5)
	1 (<0.1)
	74 (0.8)
	40 (0.7)

	Healthy looking people can have HIV (baseline = those aware of HIV or AIDS) 
	
	
	
	

	No
	357 (5.8)
	347 (8.3)
	765 (7.7)
	505 (8.6)

	Yes
	5594 (93.9)
	3708 (91.6)
	8416 (91.7)
	5611 (90.7)

	Don’t know 
	22 (0.4)
	4 (<0.1)
	57 (0.6)
	25 (0.5)

	Sexual risk behaviour
	
	
	
	

	Age at sexual debut
	
	
	
	

	Median (IQR)
	17 (15-19)
	20 (18-24)
	17 (15-19)
	19 (17-21)

	Circumcision status
	
	
	
	

	Not circumcised
	4432 (71.5)
	2066 (51.0) 
	6258 (68.5) 
	5274 (87.2)

	Traditionally circumcised
	1053 (19.3)
	114 (2.7)
	746 (7.2)
	169 (2.6)

	Medically circumcised
	530 (9.3)
	1882 (46.3)
	2291 (24.3)
	712 (10.1)

	Self-reported STI acquisition in the last 12 months
	
	
	
	

	No
	5501 (90.1)
	3800 (93.4)
	8621 (92.4)
	5628 (91.6) 

	Yes
	514 (9.9)
	262 (6.6)
	674 (7.6)
	527 (8.4)


Sample includes 15-49 year old men who reported having ever had sex and with known circumcision status.
Table includes unweighted frequencies and weighted percentages.

