Supplementary Table S3. Illustrative coding tree showing the development of themes
	Initial codes
	Categories
	Subthemes
	Main themes

	Aware/unaware of referral; did not understand referral
	Referral awareness
	Awareness and understanding of referral
	Caregiver awareness of referral


	Child had difficulty seeing; concern about child's vision
	Perceived need for care
	Perceived need for follow-up
	Perceived motivators for referral compliance


	Desire for treatment; expected improvement
	Perceived benefit of care
	Expected benefit of care
	

	No pain; few noticeable symptoms; problem not considered serious
	Perceived urgency
	Lack of perceived urgency
	Perceived barriers to referral compliance




	Unclear referral information; uncertainty about need for follow-up
	Information gaps
	Lack of information
	

	Problem considered normal or hereditary; treatment not considered necessary
	Beliefs about eye problem
	Beliefs about the condition
	

	Waiting; travel difficulties; distance
	Access to care
	Practical barriers to care
	

	Importance of eye health; need for examination
	Perceived importance of care
	Importance of child eye health and need for eye care
	Caregiver views on child eye health and treatment

	Sought care after learning of problem
	Perceived need for care
	Proactive perception of the need for eye care
	

	Waiting; crowding; long hospital visit
	Service accessibility
	Waiting time/crowding
	Caregiver experiences and perceptions of eye-care services



	Travel difficulties; distance
	Access to care
	Accessibility/proximity
	

	Provider communication; service experience
	Health-service experience
	Provider communication and service quality
	

	Suggestions regarding communication, waiting time, travel, or service availability
	Suggestions for improvement

	Improving access to eye care
	


Note: This table provides illustrative examples of how selected initial codes were grouped into categories, subthemes, and main themes. It is not an exhaustive codebook.
The coding tree is illustrative and shows selected pathways from initial codes to the final themes; it does not reproduce all individual subthemes or codes presented in Table 1.
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