Additional file 2: Focus group discussion guide 

Opening statement:
RHD is the most common form of acquired heart disease in people between the ages of 5 and 39 living in Uganda. It is estimated that between 1-2% of all Ugandans in this age range are currently living with RHD, though few are diagnosed. RHD exerts a high toll in this age group with substantial morbidity and mortality and trickle-down effects of reduced productivity for individuals, families, and communities. 
We are implementing a RHD program in your district. This program involves evidence-based practice for rheumatic heart disease (RHD) designed to be delivered within the public healthcare system in Uganda by local District Health Offices (DHOs) under the guidance of the Uganda Heart Institute (UHI), the Ministry of Health (MOH)-owned tertiary facility charged with preventing and caring for cardiovascular diseases in Uganda.
We are inviting you to participate in a group discussion where we will be asking you questions in regarding how this program is being implemented in your district, and your experience receiving care through it.
FGD #: 						Date:
Location:
General questions:
Q1: Have you heard about a RHD Program in your community?
· How did you hear about it?
Q2: Do you think it has been easy to access services under the RHD control program?
· What can be done to improve access?
· Linkage to diagnosis?
Q3: Have you heard about the treatment of RHD for people diagnosed?
· What are some challenges you have heard about the treatment of RHD in Kitgum
· How have these challenges been addressed?
Q4: Do you think the teams involved in RHD care have done enough to engage patients in care?
· [If YES], why?
· [If NO] why?
Q5: What can be done in your community to improve appropriate care for RHD?
· Diagnosis
· Care for those diagnosed

