Supplementary material: Interview Guides

1. Tenants’ focus groups and individual interviews guide
1. Can you describe your experience in finding housing in Alachua County that allows your pets?
· Prompts:
· What challenges did you face during your search?
· Were there any specific requirements or restrictions related to pets?
· How did you overcome these challenges?
2. What are the main challenges you encounter while living in pet-inclusive housing in Alachua County?
· Prompts:
· Are there any issues with neighbors or the landlord regarding your pet?
· How does your current rental home impact how you manage your pet’s daily needs and care?
· If you pay additional rent to keep your pet in your home, do you feel like the amount you pay is justified by the amenities offered?
· Have you faced any unexpected problems related to having a pet?
3. How does having a pet affect your relationship with your landlord or property manager?
· Prompts:
· Have you had to negotiate any special terms or conditions?
· How responsive is your landlord to pet-related issues?
· Have you experienced any discrimination or bias because of your pet?
4. What advice would you give to other tenants with pets who are looking for rental housing in Alachua County?
· Prompts:
· Are there any strategies or tips that worked well for you?
· What should they be aware of when searching for pet-inclusive housing?
· How can they advocate for their needs effectively?
5. What amenities or features do you think are essential for pet-inclusive housing?
· Prompts:
· Are there any specific facilities or services that you find helpful?
· How important are outdoor spaces or pet-friendly areas?
· What improvements would you suggest for better pet accommodation?
6. Is there anything you’d like to add about pet-inclusive housing in Alachua County? Things we haven’t covered?

2. Animal welfare stakeholders focus group interview guide

1. Can you describe the current state of pet-inclusive housing in Alachua County?
· Prompts:
· From your perspective, how prevalent is pet-inclusive housing?
· What challenges do pet owners face in finding suitable accommodations?
· How is this affecting low-income renters?
2. How does the current state of pet-inclusive housing in Alachua County affect animal welfare in our community?
· Prompts:
· Are there specific issues or trends you’ve observed related to pet abandonment or other animal welfare issues due to housing constraints?
3. What impact does the shortage of pet-inclusive housing have on shelters and rescues in our community?
· Prompts:
· Have you noticed any changes in the number or types of animals being surrendered?
· Have you noticed changes in the number or types of animals being adopted?
· Have you noticed any changes in terms of shelter capacity?
4. In your opinion, in what ways does the lack of pet-inclusive housing in Alachua County affect the broader community’s health and well-being?
· Prompts:
· Are you noticing any social or psychological impact on pet owners or in the community at large?
5. What solutions or strategies do you believe could address the issue of pet-inclusive housing in our community?
· Prompts:
· How can stakeholders, including policymakers, landlords, and animal welfare organizations, collaborate to improve the situation?
6. Is there anything else you’d like to tell us about the impact of pet-inclusive housing on animal welfare in Alachua County?

3. Housing providers focus group interview guide

· Can you describe your overall experience with offering pet-friendly or pet-inclusive housing?
. What are some positive aspects you've encountered?
. What are some of the challenges?
. What concerns do you have about potential issues?
. Any concerns related to specific types or numbers of pets (e.g., species, size, breed, etc.)?
· What policies do you currently have in place in your properties regarding pets?
. Are there any regulations or guidelines you follow?
. Did any policies come from a personal experience you have had with a tenant and their pet(s)?
· Some places in the U.S. have recently passed new legislation that restricts the amount of pet-related costs in housing. For example, a new law in D.C. was just passed with the following conditions:
Effective Oct. 1, 2025, pet-related fees will be capped. Pet security deposits cannot exceed 15% of a tenant’s monthly rent. Pet rent will be capped at 1% of a tenant’s monthly rent, although, tenants with dogs may be charged 1% per dog. All other non-refundable fees will be prohibited. 
Effective Oct. 1, 2026, landlords and housing providers will no longer be permitted to impose breed, weight or size restrictions on pet-friendly rental units. 
How would you feel if similar legislation was proposed in Alachua County?
· Would this proposed legislation impact some of the perceived or actual risks of renting to tenants with pets?
· What are some of those risks?

· How do you think pet-inclusive housing affects tenant satisfaction and retention?
. Have you received feedback from tenants about your properties’ pet policies?
. Have you received any feedback from renters in pet-friendly properties who DON’T have pets?
. How does renting to tenants with pets impact your relationships with your tenants?
· How does pet-inclusive housing impact property maintenance?
. Are there additional costs associated with allowing pets?
. Do you feel that the pet fees you charge adequately cover these costs?
· What solutions have you implemented to address challenges with pet-inclusive housing?
. What improvements or changes would you like to see in pet-inclusive housing policies?
· What recommendations do you have for prospective tenants with pets?
· Is there anything else you’d like to add about renting to tenants with pets or anything related to pet-inclusive housing?

4. Tenants’ rights stakeholders focus group interview guide

1. How does pet-inclusive housing fit into your broader work in dealing with vulnerable tenants?
2. What kinds of tenant issues related to pet ownership do you encounter most frequently?
3. Do you see pet-related housing policies as a barrier to housing stability or access? Why or why not?
4. What legal protections currently exist for renters with pets in Florida, and where are the gaps?
5. How do pet policies intersect with fair housing laws?
6. Have you seen examples of pet policies being used to discriminate against tenants? If so, how?
7. Which tenant populations are most affected by restrictive pet policies (e.g., low-income renters, older adults, people with disabilities)?
8. How can pet-inclusive housing policies be designed to promote equity and prevent displacement?
9. What are the biggest challenges in supporting vulnerable tenants with pets?
10. What would an ideal pet-inclusive housing policy look like from a tenants’ rights perspective?
11. In 2023, the Florida Legislature passed SB 942, which aims to prevent Public Housing Authorities from implementing pet policies that discriminate solely on the basis of breed. Are you familiar with that bill, and if so, have you observed any impact on your clients living in public housing?
12. What policy reforms or pilot programs would you like to see implemented?
13. How can tenant education and organizing support vulnerable tenants with pets?
14. Is there anything else you’d like to add about pet-inclusive housing in Florida, Alachua County, or the city of Gainesville? Things we haven’t covered? Things you’ve heard from community members or clients?


5. Government stakeholder individual interviews guide

1. In your opinion, what are the main challenges and barriers that tenants with pets face in our community?
· How do these these challenges impact both tenants and landlords?
2. When interacting with vulnerable community members with pets, what types of supports have you employed to help them with housing?
· An example of this would be providing monetary support for pet fees or connecting tenants to specific landlords.
· If you do connect tenants with landlords, what types of landlords are they? For example, are they private or corporate?
3. In your opinion, what types of policies and programs would help vulnerable tenants with pets in our community based on your past experiences?
· How can our city and county governments collaborate with other stakeholders, such as landlords, animal welfare organizations, and community groups, to enhance access to pet-inclusive housing?
4. Some places in the U.S. have recently passed new legislation that restricts the amount of pet-related costs in housing. For example, a new law in D.C. was just passed with the following conditions:
Effective Oct. 1, 2025, pet-related fees will be capped. Pet security deposits cannot exceed 15% of a tenant’s monthly rent. Pet rent will be capped at 1% of a tenant’s monthly rent, although, tenants with dogs may be charged 1% per dog. All other non-refundable fees will be prohibited. 
Effective Oct. 1, 2026, landlords and housing providers will no longer be permitted to impose breed, weight or size restrictions on pet-friendly rental units. 
From your perspective, how would a law like this be received by our community? 
· How do think it would impact vulnerable community members?
· How do you think landlords would feel about it?
5. In 2023, the Florida Legislature passed SB 942, which aims to prevent Public Housing Authorities from implementing pet policies that discriminate solely on the basis of breed. Are you familiar with that bill and, if so, have you observed any challenges or concerns with implementing or enforcing it?

6. In what ways do policies supporting tenants with pets impact the overall health and well-being of the community?
· Are there any public health benefits or concerns related to pet-inclusive housing?
7. Is there anything else you’d like to add about pet-inclusive housing in Alachua County or the city of Gainesville? Things we haven’t covered? Things you’ve heard from community members?
