Table 1. Comparison of pleural fluid LDH, ADA, and LDH/ADA ratio values between patients with TPE, UPPE, CPPE, and empyema 
	
	TPE (412)
	UPPE (22)
	CPPE (76)
	Empyema (8)
	P value

	pfLDH
	449(293,664)
	671.30 (462.25,817.250) a
	3186.500 (1788.50，6426.50) b
	26994.50 (3529.25, 32455.25) c
	<0.001

	pfADA
	41 (32, 50)
	17.50 (12.25, 23.00) a
	73.00 (31.00, 149.00) b
	178. 50(64.50, 294.75) c
	<0.001

	pfLDH/pfADA
	11.55(8.61,15.22)
	39.72 (29.82,47.21) a
	58.36 (41.38, 77.24) b
	115.84 (61.42, 138.13) c
	<0.001


TPE, tuberculous pleural effusion; UPPE, uncomplicated parapneumonic pleural effusion;CPPE, complicated parapneumonic pleural effusion; MPE, malignant pleural effusion; pfADA, pleural effusion adenosine deaminase; pfLDH, pleural effusion lactate dehydrogenase; a, the difference between UPPE and TPE group was statistically significant (P<0.05); b, the difference between CPPE and TPE group was statistically significant (P<0.05); c, the difference between empyema and TPE group was statistically significant (P<0.05).

