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1. Methodology for estimating cost of investigations
Counts of the type and number of investigations (pathology and imaging tests) were extracted for each patient from the electronic medical record. The test data contain the unique procedure identifier, procedure name, time, and unique patient identifier. The imaging test only contains the associated Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) codes. Cost information for pathology tests was obtained by matching each test from the record to descriptions in the 2019 MBS Book [1]. We also consulted relevant persons (departmental managers of radiology and pathology, clinical nurse consultant), to ensure valid cost estimations. All tests were costed at 100% of the MBS schedule fees. Costs are in AUD. No adjustments were made for inflation given the source book was current.
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