
 
Records identified through 

database searching: 

PubMed (76), Scopus (427), Web of 

science (288) 

Total = 791 
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Additional records identified 

through other sources 

(n =5) 

Records after title screening: 

(n =334) 

Records after abstract 

screened (n =93) 

Records excluded with reasons: 

Passive (n=29) 

In vitro (3) 

Non-clinical (n=19) 

Knee-ankle (167) 

Review (10) 

Case report (13) 

 Full-text articles assessed 

for eligibility 

(n = 93) Full-text articles excluded 

with reasons:  

Powered on other joints 

(56) 

 

 

Studies included in 

qualitative review 

(n = 37) 

 

Studies included in 

quantitative synthesis  

(n = 13) 

 Duplicates (n =149) 

 Irrelevant studies 

(n =313) 

Articles excluded with 

reasons:  

Data insufficiency (23) 

Low sample size (1) 

 

 

Supplementary Figure: Flowchart displaying the number of documents eliminated at each stage 

and the systematic search approach used. 


