Supplementary File 1: Search Strategies
This document provides the detailed search strategies used for each database in the systematic review.



1. PubMed/MEDLINE
Date of Search: June 30, 2025

Query:

("Hernia, Inguinal"[Mesh] OR "inguinal hernia"[tiab]) 
AND 
("Laparoscopy"[Mesh] OR "laparoscopic"[tiab] OR "TAPP"[tiab] OR "TEP"[tiab] OR "transabdominal preperitoneal"[tiab] OR "totally extraperitoneal"[tiab]) 
AND 
("open repair"[tiab] OR "Lichtenstein"[tiab]) 
AND 
("Randomized Controlled Trial"[pt] OR "randomized"[tiab] OR "randomly"[tiab])



2. Embase
Date of Search: June 30, 2025

Query:

("inguinal hernia"/exp OR "inguinal hernia":ti,ab) 
AND 
("laparoscopy"/exp OR "laparoscopic":ti,ab OR "tapp":ti,ab OR "tep":ti,ab OR "transabdominal preperitoneal":ti,ab OR "totally extraperitoneal":ti,ab) 
AND 
("open repair":ti,ab OR "lichtenstein":ti,ab) 
AND 
("randomized controlled trial"/exp OR "randomized":ti,ab OR "randomly":ti,ab)



3. Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL)
Date of Search: June 30, 2025

Query:

([mh "Hernia, Inguinal"] OR (inguinal hernia):ti,ab) 
AND 
([mh Laparoscopy] OR (laparoscopic):ti,ab OR (TAPP):ti,ab OR (TEP):ti,ab) 
AND 
((open repair):ti,ab OR (Lichtenstein):ti,ab)
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