
	Certainty assessment
	№ of patients
	Effect
	Certainty

	№ of studies
	Study design
	Risk of bias
	Inconsistency
	Indirectness
	Imprecision
	Other considerations
	Cholecystectomy
	Conservative management
	Relative
(95% CI)
	Absolute
(95% CI)
	

	Biliary colic

	3
	randomized trials
	not serious
	not serious
	seriousa
	seriousb
	none
	14/316 (4.4%) 
	34/319 (10.7%) 
	RR 0.43
(0.24 to 0.78)
	61 fewer per 1,000
(from 81 fewer to 23 fewer)
	⨁⨁◯◯
Low

	Acute cholecystitis

	3
	randomized trials
	not serious
	not serious
	not serious
	Very seriousb,c
	none
	8/316 (2.5%) 
	23/319 (7.2%) 
	RR 0.47
(0.21 to 1.02)
	38 fewer per 1,000
(from 57 fewer to 1 more)
	⨁⨁◯ ◯
Low

	Acute pancreatitis

	4
	randomized trials
	not serious
	not serious
	not serious
	Seriousb,d
	none
	4/340 (1.2%) 
	4/337 (1.2%) 
	RR 0.98
(0.26 to 3.79)
	0 fewer per 1,000
(from 9 fewer to 33 more)
	⨁⨁◯◯
Low

	CBD stones

	4
	randomized trials
	not serious
	not serious
	not serious
	very seriousb,e
	none
	2/340 (0.6%) 
	8/337 (2.4%) 
	RR 0.32
(0.09 to 1.18)
	16 fewer per 1,000
(from 22 fewer to 4 more)
	⨁⨁◯◯
Low

	Overall gallstone complications

	4
	randomized trials
	not serious
	seriousf
	not serious
	seriousb
	none
	17/340 (5.0%) 
	45/337 (13.4%) 
	RR 0.40
(0.23 to 0.69)
	80 fewer per 1,000
(from 103 fewer to 41 fewer)
	⨁⨁◯◯
Low

	Bile duct injury

	3
	randomized trials
	not serious
	not serious
	not serious
	very seriousb,g
	none
	4/316 (1.3%) 
	5/319 (1.6%) 
	RR 1.04
(0.11 to 9.87)
	3 fewer per 1,000
(from 12 fewer to 32 more)
	⨁⨁◯◯
Low

	Intraabdominal leakage

	3
	randomized trials
	not serious
	not serious
	not serious
	very seriousb,h
	none
	4/316 (1.3%) 
	5/319 (1.6%) 
	RR 0.82
(0.22 to 3.01)
	3 fewer per 1,000
(from 12 fewer to 32 more)
	⨁⨁◯◯
Low

	wound infection

	3
	randomized trials
	not serious
	not serious
	not serious
	very seriousb,i
	none
	2/316 (0.6%) 
	1/319 (0.3%) 
	RR 1.61
(0.20 to 12.95)
	2 more per 1,000
(from 3 fewer to 37 more)
	⨁⨁◯◯
Low

	Overall surgical complications

	3
	randomized trials
	not serious
	seriousf
	not serious
	seriousb
	none
	59/316 (18.7%) 
	23/319 (7.2%) 
	RR 2.56
(1.62 to 4.04)
	112 more per 1,000
(from 45 more to 219 more)
	⨁⨁◯◯
Low

	Certainty assessment
	№ of patients
	Effect
	Certainty

	№ of studies
	Study design
	Risk of bias
	Inconsistency
	Indirectness
	Imprecision
	Other considerations
	Cholecystectomy
	Conservative management
	Relative
(95% CI)
	Absolute
(95% CI)
	

	Patients who underwent surgery

	4
	randomized trials
	not serious
	not serious
	not serious
	Seriousb
	none
	264/340 (77.6%) 
	115/337 (34.1%) 
	RR 2.24
(1.76 to 2.87)
	399 more per 1,000
(from 293 more to 522 more)
	⨁⨁⨁◯
Moderate

	Mortality

	4
	randomized trials
	not serious
	not serious
	seriousj
	very seriousb,k
	none
	22/340 (6.5%) 
	16/337 (4.7%) 
	RR 1.39
(0.79 to 2.46)
	19 more per 1,000
(from 10 fewer to 69 more)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]⨁◯◯◯
Very low


CI: confidence interval; RR: risk ratio
Explanations
a: subgroup differences lead to clinical heterogeneity
b: limited number of studies
c. As the CI includes the trivial or no effect benefit, 0.47 [0.21 - 1.02]
d. Wide CI that includes the trivial effect in both directions, 0.98 [0.26 - 3.79]
e. As the CI includes the trivial or no effect benefit, 0.32 [0.09 - 1.18]
f: clinical heterogeniety due to different outcomes definition
g. Wide CI that includes both important benefit and harm, 1.04 [0.11 - 9.87] 
h: Wide CI that includes the trivial effect in both directions, 0.82 [0.22 - 3.01] 
i. Wide CI that includes both important benefit and harm, 1.61 [0.20 - 12.95]
j: clinical heterogeneity due to different follow up duration
k: Wide CI that includes the trivial effect in both directions, 1.39 [0.79 - 2.46]

