Supplementary Table 1. Search strategies for each database
	Database name
	Search strategy

	PubMed
	#1 "inguinal hernia"[Title/Abstract] OR "groin hernia"[Title/Abstract]	 
#2 "Lichtenstein"[Title/Abstract] OR "herniorrhaphy"[Title/Abstract] OR "hernia repair"[Title/Abstract]
#3 "self-gripping mesh"[Title/Abstract] OR "self gripping mesh"[Title/Abstract]
#4 "sutured mesh"[Title/Abstract] OR "suture fixation"[Title/Abstract]
#5 #1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4

	Cochrane Library
	#1 (inguinal hernia):ti,ab,kw OR (groin hernia):ti,ab,kw
#2 (Lichtenstein):ti,ab,kw OR (herniorrhaphy):ti,ab,kw OR (hernia repair):ti,ab,kw
#3 (self-gripping mesh):ti,ab,kw OR (self gripping mesh):ti,ab,kw
#4 (sutured mesh):ti,ab,kw OR (suture fixation):ti,ab,kw
#5 #1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4

	Embase
	#1 'inguinal hernia':ab,ti OR 'groin hernia':ab,ti
#2 'lichtenstein':ab,ti OR 'herniorrhaphy':ab,ti OR 'hernia repair':ab,ti
#3 'self-gripping mesh':ab,ti OR 'self gripping mesh':ab,ti
#4 'sutured mesh':ab,ti OR 'suture fixation':ab,ti
#5 #1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4

	Web of Science
	#1 TS=("inguinal hernia" OR "groin hernia")
#2 TS=(Lichtenstein OR herniorrhaphy OR "hernia repair")
#3 TS=("self-gripping mesh" OR "self gripping mesh")
#4 TS=("sutured mesh" OR "suture fixation")
#5 #1 AND #2 AND #3 AND #4



