Additional file 1: Search terms and strategies
Concepts, synonyms, and PubMed MeSH Entry Terms 
	Child 
	Disability 
	Access to oral health


	Alternative key words

	Child
	Learning disability
	Oral health

	Children
	Learning difficulty
	Oral health services

	Preschool
	Learning defect
	Dental care

	Minor
	Learning disorder
	Dental health services

	Minors
	Learning impairment
	Dental care services

	Adolescents
	Mental disability
	Special care dentistry

	Adolescence
	Cognitive impairment
	Delivery of oral Health Care

	Teen
	Cognitive disability
	Access to oral health care

	Teens
	Developmental disability
	Utilization of oral health services

	Teenagers
	Developmental delay
	

	Teenager
	Developmental difficulty
	

	
	Developmental disorder
	

	
	Intellectual disability
	

	
	Special needs
	

	
	Down syndrome
	

	
	Cerebral palsy
	

	
	Autism
	

	
	Autism Spectrum Disorder
	

	
	Mental retardation
	

	PubMed MeSH entry terms

	Child
	Disabled Person
	Access to oral Health Care

	Children
	Handicapped
	Delivery of oral Healthcare

	Preschool
	Physically Disabled
	Oral Healthcare Deliveries

	Minor
	Physically Challenged
	Delivery of Dental Care

	Minors
	Physically Handicapped
	Dental Care Delivery

	Adolescent 
	Intellectual Disabilities
	Access to dental care

	Adolescents 
	Intellectual Development Disorder
	Access to dental treatment

	Adolescence 
	Mental Retardation
	

	Teen 
	Mental Deficiency
	

	Teens 
	Learning Disability
	

	Teenagers 
	Learning Disorder
	

	Teenager
	Learning Disturbances
	



Selected databases and corresponding search strings
	Selected Database
	Interface/URL
	Search String Used

	PubMed

	MEDLINE
	1	Child/ or Children/ or Preschool/ or Minor/ or Minors/ or Adolescent/ or Adolescents/ or Adolescence/ or Teen/ or teens/ or teenagers/ or teenager/
2	Intellectual Disability/ or Learning Disabilities/ or Developmental Disabilities/	
3	“Learning difficult*”.mp.	
4	“Learning defect”.mp.	
5	Specific Learning Disorder/ or Learning Disabilities/ or Mental Disorders/	
6	“Learning impairment”.mp.
7	“Cognitive impairment”.mp. or Cognitive Dysfunction/
8	“Mental disabilit* “.m_titl.	
9	“Cognitive disabilit* “.m_titl.	
10	Autistic Disorder/ or Developmental Disabilities/	
11	Autism Spectrum Disorder/	
12	“Developmental disorder*”.mp.	
13	Disabled Children/ or Disabled Persons/	
14	Down Syndrome/	
15	Cerebral Palsy/	
16	Attention Deficit Disorder with Hyperactivity/	
17	Handicapped.mp.	
18	Physically Disabled.mp.	
19	Physically Challenged.mp.	
20	Mental Retardation.mp.	
21	Oral Health/	
22	Dental Care for Children/ or Dental Health Services/ or Dental Care/	
23	Oral health services.mp.	
24	Dental care services.mp.	
25	Dental Care for Disabled/	
26	Delivery of oral Health Care.mp.	
27	Access to oral health care.mp.	
28	Utilization of oral health services.mp.	
29	Delivery of Dental Care.mp.	
30	2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20	518542
31	21 or 22 or 23 or 24 or 25 or 26 or 27 or 28 or 29	49158
32	1 and 30 and 31

	Scopus
	
	( ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( child* )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”preschool” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”minor*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”adolescent*” ) ) )   AND  ( ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Learning disabilit*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Learning difficult*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Learning defect” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Learning disorder*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”learning impairment” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Mental disabilit*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”cognitive impairment” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Cognitive disabilit*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Developmental disabilit*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Developmental difficult*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Developmental disorder*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Intellectual disabilit*” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”special needs” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”down syndrome” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”cerebral palsy” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( autism )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( adhd )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”disabled person” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”handicapped” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”physically disabled” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Physically Challenged” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Mental Retardation” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Intellectual Development Disorder” ) ) )  AND  ( ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”oral health” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Oral health services” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Dental care” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Dental health services” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Dental care services” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Special care dentistry” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Delivery of oral Health Care” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Access to oral health care” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Utilization of oral health services” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Delivery of Dental Care” ) OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Access to dental care” )  OR  TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ”Access to dental treatment” ) ) ) 

	PsycINFO
	OvidSP
	ab( child*  OR  minor*  OR adolescent* )  AND  ab(“Learning disabilit*”  OR ”Learning difficult*” OR ”Learning defect”  OR ”Learning disorder*”  OR ”learning impairment” OR ”Mental disabilit*”  OR ”cognitive impairment”  OR ”Cognitive disabilit*”  OR  “Developmental disabilit*”  OR  ”Developmental difficult*” OR ”Developmental disorder*” OR ”Intellectual disabilit*” OR ”special needs” OR  “down syndrome”   OR  “cerebral palsy”  OR  autism  OR “Autism Spectrum Disorder” OR  adhd   OR  ”disabled person”  OR ”handicapped”  OR  “physically disabled”   OR ”Physically Challenged”  OR ”Mental Retardation”  OR ”Intellectual Development Disorder” )  AND ab(“oral health”  OR  “Oral health services”   OR ”Dental care”  OR ”Dental health services” OR ”Dental care services”  OR ”Special care dentistry”  OR ”Delivery of oral Health Care”  OR ”Access to oral health care” OR ”Utilization of oral health services”  OR  ”Delivery of Dental Care” OR ”Access to dental care” OR ”Access to dental treatment” ) 

	EMBASE 
	(Ovid)
	ab( child*  OR  minor*   OR adolescent*)  AND  ab(“Learning disabilit*”  OR ”Learning difficult*” OR ”Learning defect”  OR ”Learning disorder*”  OR ”learning impairment” OR ”Mental disabilit*”  OR ”cognitive impairment”  OR ”Cognitive disabilit*”  OR  “Developmental disabilit*”  OR  ”Developmental difficult*” OR ”Developmental disorder*” OR ”Intellectual disabilit*” OR ”special needs” OR  “down syndrome”   OR  “cerebral palsy”  OR  autism  OR “Autism Spectrum Disorder” OR  adhd   OR  ”disabled person”  OR ”handicapped”  OR  “physically disabled”   OR ”Physically Challenged”  OR ”Mental Retardation”  OR ”Intellectual Development Disorder” )  AND ab(“oral health”  OR  “Oral health services”   OR ”Dental care”  OR ”Dental health services” OR ”Dental care services”  OR ”Special care dentistry”  OR ”Delivery of oral Health Care”  OR ”Access to oral health care” OR ”Utilization of oral health services”  OR  “Delivery of Dental Care” OR  “Access to dental care” OR  “Access to dental treatment” ) 

	CINAHL (allied and nursing journals)
	(EBSCO)
	( child or children or preschool or minor or adolescent or teenager ) AND (( learning disability or learning difficulty or intellectual disability or learning disorder or learning impairment ) OR ( mental disability or developmental disability or cognitive impairment or cognitive disability ) OR developmental difficulties OR ( down syndrome or cerebral palsy ) OR ( autism spectrum disorders or autism ) OR ( mental retardation or cognitively impaired )) AND (( access to oral health care or delivery of dental care ) OR ( oral health or dental health or dental care or oral care ) OR (Utilization of oral health services))
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