	Appendix 5: The results of the evaluation of the reporting quality of articles related to the prevalence of self-medication for oral health problems

	reference
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	Total score

	1. (Pathak and Pillai 2022)
	YES:     NO:  ■    Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	3

	2. (Adedapo, Lawal et al. 2011)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:       NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO: ■     Unclear:
NA:
	3

	3. (Olawuyi, Ibrahim et al. 2019)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	5

	4. (Răducanu, Feraru et al. 2016)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■ 
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO:   ■   Unclear:
NA:
	3

	5. (Giriraju 2014)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES: ■          NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	6

	6. (Jain, Bhaskar et al. 2016)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■ 
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	4

	7. (Anyanechi and Saheeb 2014)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	5

	8. (Simon, Rao et al. 2015)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES: ■          NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	6

	9. (Aldeeri, Alzaid et al. 2018)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	5

	10. (Ismail, Abdul Majid et al. 2023)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES: ■          NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	6

	11. (de Lima, Ferreir et al. 2016)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■ 
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO: ■     Unclear:
NA:
	3

	12. (Bennadi 2013)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO: ■     Unclear:
NA:
	3

	13. (Kumari, Lahiri et al. 2022)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■         NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	4

	14. (Chakraborty, Asutosh Das et al. 2023)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■          NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■         NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	5

	15. (Idowu, Afolabi et al. 2019)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■          NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO:  ■   Unclear:
NA:
	4

	16. (Sen Tunc, Aksoy et al. 2021)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■          NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■         NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	5

	17. (Stolbizer, Roscher et al. 2018)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■         NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	4

	18. (Bhambhani, Saxena et al. 2015)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■          NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■         NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	5

	19. (AlQahtani, Ghiasi et al. 2019)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO:  ■   Unclear:
NA:
	3

	20. (Chaudhary and Shah 2015)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO:  ■   Unclear:
NA:
	3

	21. (Gowdar, Alhaqbani et al. 2021)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■       NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	4

	22. (Baptist, Sharma et al. 2012)
	YES: 
NO: ■     Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO:  ■   Unclear:
NA:
	2

	23. (Raja, Dharshanram et al. 2018)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO:  ■   Unclear:
NA:
	3

	24. (KomalRaj, Bhat et al. 2015)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES: ■          NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■         NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	6

	25. (Khazir, Nasar et al. 2022)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO:  ■   Unclear:
NA:
	3

	26. (Alavi Namvar, Mansori et al. 2022)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■       NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	4

	27. (Das, Puri et al. 2017)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO:  ■   Unclear:
NA:
	3

	28. (Agbor and Azodo 2011)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■       NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	4

	29. (Fairaq, Alharthi et al. 2023)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO:  ■   Unclear:
NA:
	3

	30. (Mbanya, Agbor et al. 2019)
	YES:    NO: ■     Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■       NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	3

	31. (Malik, Umair et al. 2022)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■       NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	4

	32. (Dubey and Mittal 2022)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■         NO:      Unclear: 
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO: ■    Unclear:
NA:
	4

	33. (Dhaimade and Banga 2018)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■       NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	4

	34. (Baig, Muzaffar et al. 2012)
	YES: ■    NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO: ■     Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■       NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	3

	35. (Bhattarai, Khanal et al. 2020)
	YES: ■   NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:         NO: ■    Unclear:
NA:
	3

	36. (Zareef, Najam et al. 2018)
	YES:    NO: ■    Unclear:
NA:
	YES:   ■       NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES: ■        NO:    Unclear:
NA:
	3

	37. (Sadjo, Ngokwe et al. 2023)
	YES:   ■ NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:          NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:           NO:      Unclear: ■
NA:
	YES:   ■        NO:      Unclear:
NA:
	YES:  ■       NO:     Unclear:
NA:
	3

	1. Were the criteria for inclusion in the sample clearly defined?  2. Were the study subjects and the setting described in detail? 3. Were objective, standard criteria used for measurement of the condition? 4. Were confounding factors identified? 5. Were strategies to deal with confounding factors stated? 6. Were the outcomes measured in a valid and reliable way? 7.	Was appropriate statistical analysis used?
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