
	
	Clear aligners (CA)

	Traditional removable appliances (RA）

	
	Female (F) 
	Male (M）
	Female (F) 
	Male (M）

	Age
	9.2
	8.67
	8.75
	8.33

	T0
	DMFT
	3.40 ± 3.51
	3.00 ± 3.32
	2.25 ± 1.98
	0.00 ± 0.00

	
	PI
	4.24 ± 0.32
	3.68 ± 0.40
	3.77 ± 0.41
	2.92 ± 0.43

	
	GI
	1.18 ± 0.17
	1.16 ± 0.10
	1.20 ± 0.34
	1.13 ± 0.21

	T1
	DMFT
	3.80 ± 3.96
	3.44 ± 3.21
	2.25 ± 1.98
	0.00 ± 0.00

	
	PI
	3.92 ± 0.53
	3.80 ± 0.55
	3.87 ± 0.43
	3.4 ± 0.23

	
	GI
	1.19 ± 0.20
	1.10 ± 0.14
	1.14 ± 0.11
	1.17 ± 0.08


Table S1. Clinical parameters of participants grouped by gender. The data are presented as mean ± standard deviation (SD). T0, before treatment; T1, after 6-month follow-up. 
