[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK81][bookmark: OLE_LINK45][bookmark: OLE_LINK46][bookmark: OLE_LINK10][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: _GoBack]Because the training programs of a dental hygienist in each country varies in length and content, the role orientation and clinical duties of the hygienist are vary somewhat from country to country. For example, in the United States, the professional roles of the dental hygienist include the following: Clinician, Corporate, Public Health, Researcher, Educator, Administrator, Entrepreneur etc [1]. Although the permitted functions and supervision requirements of dental hygienists vary widely by state, they are primarily responsible for the dental hygiene diagnosis, local anesthesia, provision of sealants, place and remove perio dressings, direct access to prophylaxis and so on [2]. Currently, 47 states allow dental hygienists to administer local anesthesia, while 35 states permit them to administer nitrous oxide [2]. While, in the United Kingdom, most individuals are awarded a joint diploma in Dental Hygiene and Therapy. Dental hygienists are permitted to diagnose, scale and polish teeth, and provide advanced periodontal therapy within their remit. Upon completion of additional training, they may be eligible to treat patients under conscious sedation, perform tooth whitening and remove sutures [3]. Japanese law clearly stipulates standard tasks that dental hygienists are permitted to perform: First, as preventive dental specialists, hygienists implement proper measures to prevent dental diseases such as tooth decay or gum disease, including scaling, pit and fissure sealing, plaque control, and oral health education; next, under the instructions of dentists, they play a significant role as the medical team member by assisting dentists in examinations and operations; then, hygienists also provide guidance on appropriate dental care to improve quality of life [4]. In Korea, dental hygienists can carry out intraoral radiography, removal of supra and sub deposits, dental impression making, temporary filling and setting, setting and removal orthodontic arch wire materials and prevention of oral diseases etc [5]. It can be seen that most countries have a clear but distinguishing definition of the role orientation and responsibilities of dental hygienists. 
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