Appendix

Supplementary Table 1 Secretion severity scale
	Scale
	Description

	0
	Secretions are present only in the vallecula or pyriform.

	1
	Secretions are visible in the laryngeal vestibule but do not enter the airway.

	2
	Secretions enter the airway but are expelled without coughing.

	3
	Secretions enter the airway and remain, causing a risk of silent aspiration.



Supplementary Table 2 Definitions for severity of vallecula secretions/residue 
	I
	None
	0 %
	No secretions/residue

	II
	Trace
	1–5 %
	Trace coating of the mucosa

	III
	Mild
	5–25 %
	Epiglottic ligament visible

	IV
	Moderate
	25–50 %
	Epiglottic ligament covered

	V
	Severe
	50 %
	Filled to epiglottic rim



Supplementary Table 3 Definitions for severity of pyriform sinus secretions/residue 
	I
	None
	0 %
	No secretions/residue

	II
	Trace
	1–5 %
	Trace coating of the mucosa

	III
	Mild
	5–25 %
	Up wall to quarter full

	IV
	Moderate
	25–50 %
	Up wall to half full

	V
	Severe
	50 %
	Filled to aryepiglottic fold



Supplementary Table 4 The penetration & aspiration scale (PAS)
	Scale
	Description

	1
	Material does not enter the airway.

	2
	Material enters the airway, remains above the vocal folds, and is ejected from the airway.

	3
	Material enters the airway, remains above the vocal folds, and is not ejected from the airway.

	4
	Material enters the airway, contacts the vocal folds, and is ejected from the airway.

	5
	Material enters the airway, contacts the vocal folds, and is not ejected from the airway.

	6
	Material enters the airway, passes below the vocal folds, and is ejected into the larynx or out of the airway.

	7
	Material enters the airway, passes below the vocal folds, and is not ejected from the trachea despite efforts.

	8
	Material enters the airway, passes below the vocal folds, and no effort is made to eject it (silent aspiration).




