Self-Reported Awareness, Educational Preparedness, and Referral Practices Regarding Speech Sound Disorders Among Dentists in Türkiye: A Cross-Sectional Study
This questionnaire has been prepared to assess dentists’ self-reported awareness, educational preparedness, and referral practices regarding speech sound disorders. The study is conducted by Dr. Agit Şimşek (Assistant Professor, Department of Speech and Language Therapy) and Gülizar Boşnak (Speech and Language Therapy student) at İnönü University.
Participation is voluntary and all responses will be used solely for scientific research purposes.
Thank you in advance for your contribution.
* Indicates a required question
A. PARTICIPANT CONSENT
1. Do you voluntarily agree to participate in this study? *
	□  Yes
	□  No


B. DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
2. What is your age?
	□  20–30
	□  31–40
	□  41–50
	□  51 and above


3. What is your gender? *
	□  Female
	□  Male


4. How many years of professional experience do you have? *
	□  0–5 years
	□  6–11 years
	□  More than 11 years


5. What type of institution do you work in?
	□  Public hospital
	□  Private clinic
	□  Oral and dental health center

	□ Other: _________
	
	


6. What is your professional status/specialty? *
	□  General dentist
	□  Orthodontics
	□  Pedodontics
	□  Periodontology
	□  Intern

	□Other:_________
	
	
	
	


C. EDUCATIONAL PREPAREDNESS AND PERCEPTIONS
7. Did you receive training on speech sound disorders (SSDs) during your undergraduate education? *
	□  Yes
	□  No


8. If you answered “Yes” to Question 7, do you consider the training you received to be sufficient?*
	□  Yes
	□  No


9. Do you consider yourself knowledgeable about the scope of practice of speech-language therapists? *
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


10. Do you think speech sound disorders (SSDs) may be related to oral and dental structures? *
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


11. Have you attended any seminar or training on speech sound disorders (SSDs) during your professional career? *
	□  Yes
	□  No


12. Do you think that collaboration with speech-language therapists is necessary? *
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


D. CLINICAL EXPERIENCE
13. Do you encounter patients presenting with speech-related difficulties or concerns in your professional practice? *
	□  Yes
	□  No


14. Do you observe articulation-related errors or speech-related difficulties in patients during clinical practice? *
	□  Yes
	□  No


15. Do you think there may be a relationship between orthodontic problems and speech-related difficulties?*
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


16. Do you observe speech disorders in patients with a history of cleft lip and/or palate? *
	□  Yes
	□  No


17. Have you encountered patients with ankyloglossia (tongue-tie)? *
	□  Yes
	□  No


18. [If Q17 = Yes] Have you observed speech-related difficulties in these patients?
	□  Yes
	□  No


E. REFERRAL BEHAVIOR
19. Do you refer patients presenting with speech-related concerns to an appropriate specialist?* [ If Yes → Continue to Question 20 and  If No → Skip to Question 22 ]
	□  Yes
	□  No


20. [If Q19 = Yes], to which specialist(s) do you refer them? (Select all that apply.)*
	□  Speech-language therapist
	□  ENT specialist
	□  Orthodontist
	□  Other specialist_________


21. [If “Speech-language therapist” is selected in Question 20] How frequently do you refer patients to a speech-language therapist?*
	□  Never
	□  Rarely
	□  Sometimes
	□  Often
	□  Very often

	
	
	
	
	


Note: The original response options were Never, Rarely, Sometimes, Often, and Very often. For descriptive analysis in the manuscript, these categories were collapsed into three categories (Never, Rarely, and Sometimes/Frequently) because of the limited number of responses in the higher-frequency categories. This collapsing was performed for descriptive presentation only; the original five response options were retained in the questionnaire.
22. Do you recommend further evaluation for speech-related concerns to patients or their families? *
	□  Yes
	□  No


23. Do you think that working with speech-language therapists has a positive impact on the treatment process? *
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


F. AWARENESS AND ATTITUDES
Questions 24–34 constitute the 11-item self-reported awareness and attitudes section of the questionnaire. These items assess participants’ self-reported awareness, attitudes, perceived role, perceived ability to recognize speech-related signs, and views regarding education and interprofessional collaboration. They are not intended to assess objective knowledge, diagnostic accuracy, or clinical competence.
24. I believe that dentists play an important role in the early identification of speech sound disorders (SSDs).
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


25. I believe that multidisciplinary collaboration with speech-language therapists is necessary.
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


26. I believe that dentists need more training on this subject.
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


27. I believe that orthodontic treatment may affect certain speech problems.
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


28. I believe my awareness of speech sound disorders (SSDs) is sufficient.
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


29. I would like to receive more training on this subject during my professional career.
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


30. I believe that early evaluation of individuals with speech sound disorders (SSDs) is important.
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


31. I believe that dentists should take an active role in the identification of speech sound disorders (SSDs).
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


32. Maintaining communication with speech-language therapists contributes to patients’ treatment process.
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


33. I believe I can recognize signs of speech sound disorders during my professional practice.
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree


34. I believe that more informative training sessions or seminars should be organized in this field.
	□  Strongly Agree
	□  Agree
	□  Undecided
	□  Disagree
	□  Strongly Disagree



