Appendix: Interview Guide
Nurses' attitudes toward death and experiences of caring for dying patients

1. How do you feel when thinking about death? 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]What is your attitude toward taking care of dying patients? 
3. How was your first encounter with death at work? How did you feel about it? 
4. Has this experience of handling death at work changed as you have been in nursing for longer? What are the specific changes? What factors have contributed to these changes?
5. What did you do if a patient is about to die (specific procedures and tasks)? Is there any difficulty associated with this work? What did you do to counter the difficulty? 
6. If you were faced with the death of a family member or close friend, how would you feel? Is there any difference compared with facing a patient’s death? 
7. In your experience and understanding, what is a good death? What kind of death is a good death and what is less good?
8. In general, what do you think of the death quality of patients in your hospitals? What is the overall quality of patient death in China? Why? 
9. What efforts do you think the government, hospitals, health professionals, and families, respectively, can make to help patients to have a good death?
10. Can you tell us about your understanding of end-of-life care? What is your attitude towards hospice care? What is your attitude toward palliative care? 
11. Is it possible to provide hospice and palliative care at your hospital? Why? If not, what are the difficulties?
12. Is there any difference between the medical staff and ordinary people concerning attitudes toward death?
13. Was there any death education during your nursing education? Is death education currently available at your hospital? Why? What about death education for the general public? 



Appendix: Interview Guide


 


Nurses' 


attitudes toward 


death 


and experiences of caring 


for


 


dying patients


 


 


1.


 


H


ow do you feel when think


ing


 


about death? 


 


2.


 


What is your attitude toward


 


taking care of


 


dying patients


? 


 


3.


 


How 


was


 


your first 


encounter


 


with 


death


 


at


 


work? 


How did you feel about it? 


 


4.


 


Has this experience of 


handling 


death 


at


 


work


 


changed as you have been


 


in 


nursing


 


for longer? What are the specific changes? What factors have contributed 


to 


these changes


?


 


5.


 


What 


did you do if


 


a


 


patient is about to 


die


 


(specific procedures


 


and tasks


)


?


 


I


s 


there any 


difficult


y


 


a


ssociated with


 


this


 


work?


 


What 


did 


you do to


 


counter the 


difficulty


? 


 


6.


 


If you were f


aced with the death of 


a


 


family member


 


or close friend


, how would 


you 


feel


?


 


Is there any difference 


compared with


 


facing 


a


 


patient


’s


 


death? 


 


7.


 


In your experience and understanding, what 


is


 


a good death? What kind of death 


is a good death and wha


t is 


less


 


good?


 


8.


 


In general, what do you t


hink of the


 


death quality 


of 


patients in 


your


 


hospitals? 


What is the overall quality of patient death in China?


 


Why? 


 


9.


 


What efforts do you think


 


the government, 


hospitals, 


health


 


professionals, and 


families


,


 


respectively


, can make


 


to help 


patients 


to 


have a good 


death?


 


10.


 


Can yo


u tell us


 


about 


you


r


 


understand


ing


 


of


 


end


-


of


-


life 


care


?


 


What is your 


attitude towards hospice care? 


What is y


our


 


attitude toward


 


palliative care


? 


 


11.


 


I


s


 


it


 


possible to 


provide


 


hospice and 


palliative care 


at


 


your hospital? 


Why? 


I


f not, 


w


hat are the difficulties?


 


12.


 


Is there any 


difference


 


between


 


the 


medical staff and ordinary people 


concerning


 


attitudes toward 


death?


 


13.


 


Was there any


 


death education 


during your nursing 


education


? 


I


s


 


death education 


currently 


available


 


at


 


your hospital?


 


Why


? 


What


 


about


 


death education for the 


general public


?


 


 


 


 




Appendix: Interview Guide   Nurses'  attitudes toward  death  and experiences of caring  for   dying patients     1.   H ow do you feel when think ing   about death?    2.   What is your attitude toward   taking care of   dying patients ?    3.   How  was   your first  encounter   with  death   at   work?  How did you feel about it?    4.   Has this experience of  handling  death  at   work   changed as you have been   in  nursing   for longer? What are the specific changes? What factors have contributed  to  these changes ?   5.   What  did you do if   a   patient is about to  die   (specific procedures   and tasks ) ?   I s  there any  difficult y   a ssociated with   this   work?   What  did  you do to   counter the  difficulty ?    6.   If you were f aced with the death of  a   family member   or close friend , how would  you  feel ?   Is there any difference  compared with   facing  a   patient ’s   death?    7.   In your experience and understanding, what  is   a good death? What kind of death  is a good death and wha t is  less   good?   8.   In general, what do you t hink of the   death quality  of  patients in  your   hospitals?  What is the overall quality of patient death in China?   Why?    9.   What efforts do you think   the government,  hospitals,  health   professionals, and  families ,   respectively , can make   to help  patients  to  have a good  death?   10.   Can yo u tell us   about  you r   understand ing   of   end - of - life  care ?   What is your  attitude towards hospice care?  What is y our   attitude toward   palliative care ?    11.   I s   it   possible to  provide   hospice and  palliative care  at   your hospital?  Why?  I f not,  w hat are the difficulties?   12.   Is there any  difference   between   the  medical staff and ordinary people  concerning   attitudes toward  death?   13.   Was there any   death education  during your nursing  education ?  I s   death education  currently  available   at   your hospital?   Why ?  What   about   death education for the  general public ?        

