Supplementary material 1
1. Introduction 
• Thank you for agreeing to take part. 
• Give background & purpose to study: we want to explore nurses' experiences of end-of-life communication with children who have life-threatening conditions in paediatric intensive care units. This can contribute to the development of end-of-life communication tools/guidelines for paediatric palliative care in future.
• Acknowledge that the topic is upsetting / sensitive. If they want to have a break at any time (and stop the recording) that is absolutely fine. 
• Explain the consent procedure, right to withdraw, confidentiality and audio recording of the discussion. Break at any time if required. Interview discussion to last 30–90 min. Check that they have understood the information sheet, confidentiality information and check understanding.
• Explain how the discussion that is going to take place will be used in the research. 
• Findings will be published in academic journals 
• Complete consent forms

2. I would really like to start by hearing about your end-of-life communication experience with children who have life-threatening conditions. Is that okay?
· Can you please tell us about your experiences in communicating with a child who has a life-threatening condition?
· If these children had questions, expressions of emotion, thoughts about death, what were these? (Probe: How was your response, reaction, etc. to these expressions of children? Can you explain this a little more with examples, including the age of the child you communicated?)
· What are the difficulties you experience in communicating with a child who has a life-threatening condition?
What are your suggestions that can support you to improve your end-of-life communication skills with children?

3. Closing (Any other comments, suggestions or questions)
· I would like to ask you for your final thoughts reflections as we come to the end of our discussion. You have been through a difficult experience, and I am grateful that you have shared it. Your views are very valuable to us, and we hope that you have not found it too distressing to share your experience. 

