Additional file 1. Search Strategies Used in All Databases
Table S1. Detailed Search Strategies for International Databases
	DATABASE
	SEARCH STRATEGY (COPY-PASTE READY)

	PubMed
	("Palliative Care"[Mesh] OR "Hospice Care"[Mesh] OR "End-of-Life Care"[Mesh] OR "palliative care"[tiab] OR "end-of-life care"[tiab] OR "hospice"[tiab] OR "terminal care"[tiab] OR "supportive care"[tiab]) AND ("Nursing"[Mesh] OR "Nurses"[Mesh] OR "Nursing Staff"[Mesh] OR nursing[tiab] OR nurse*[tiab] OR "clinical nurse"[tiab] OR "nurse practitioner"[tiab] OR "nursing students"[tiab]) AND ("Competence"[Mesh] OR "Professional Competence"[Mesh] OR "competencies"[tiab] OR "competence"[tiab] OR "skill*"[tiab] OR "knowledge"[tiab] OR "attitude"[tiab] OR "professional development"[tiab] OR "self-efficacy"[tiab] OR "educational needs"[tiab]) AND ("2015/01/01"[Date - Publication] : "2025/12/31"[Date - Publication])

	Scopus
	TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "palliative care" OR "end-of-life care" OR "hospice" OR "terminal care" OR "supportive care" ) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ( nurse* OR nursing OR "clinical nurse" OR "nurse practitioner" OR "nursing students" ) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "competen*" OR skill* OR knowledge OR attitude OR "professional development" OR "self-efficacy" ) AND ( PUBYEAR > 2014 AND PUBYEAR < 2026 )

	Web of Science
	TS=("palliative care" OR "end-of-life care" OR hospice OR "terminal care" OR "supportive care") AND TS=(nurse* OR nursing OR "clinical nurse" OR "nurse practitioner" OR "nursing students") AND TS=("competen*" OR skill* OR knowledge OR attitude OR "professional development" OR "self-efficacy")
Refined by: DOCUMENT TYPES = (Article OR Review), Timespan: 2015–2025

	CINAHL (EBSCO)
	(MH "Palliative Care" OR MH "Hospice Care" OR MH "End-of-Life Care" OR TI palliative care OR AB palliative care OR TI hospice OR AB hospice OR TI "end-of-life care" OR AB "end-of-life care") AND (MH "Nurses" OR MH "Nursing Staff" OR MH "Nursing Students" OR TI nurse* OR AB nurse* OR TI nursing OR AB nursing OR TI "clinical nurse" OR AB "clinical nurse") AND (MH "Competence" OR MH "Nursing Competence" OR TI competen* OR AB competen* OR TI skill* OR AB skill* OR TI knowledge OR AB knowledge OR TI attitude OR AB attitude OR TI "professional development" OR AB "professional development")
Limiters: Published Date: 20150101–20251231, Peer Reviewed Journal, English OR Persian



Table S2. Search Strategies for Persian and Grey Literature Databases
	Database / Source
	Search Strategy (Keywords and Boolean Logic)

	SID (Scientific Information Database)
	("palliative care" OR "end-of-life care" OR "palliative" OR "hospice") AND ("nurse*" OR "nursing" OR "nursing student" OR "clinical nurse") AND ("competency" OR "professional competence" OR "skill" OR "knowledge" OR "attitude" OR "empowerment" OR "educational needs")

	Magiran
	("palliative care" OR "end-of-life care" OR "hospice") AND ("nurse*" OR "nursing") AND ("competency" OR "skill" OR "knowledge" OR "attitude" OR "capability")

	IranMedex
	TI=("palliative care" OR "end-of-life care") AND TI=("nurse*" OR "nursing") AND TI=("competency" OR "skill" OR "knowledge" OR "attitude")

	Google Scholar
	"palliative care" AND "nursing" AND ("competence" OR "competency" OR "skills" OR "knowledge" OR "attitude"). The first 200 results were screened for eligibility.


Note: Persian-language databases were searched using equivalent Persian keywords corresponding to the English search terms listed above. Google Scholar was searched in English, and the first 200 results were screened for eligibility.

