Supplementary File 1 
Semi-structured interview guide (translated form Latvian language)
	
1. Patient’s first impressions and reactions towards self-sampling of vaginal smear to do HR-HPV testing.

	
1.1. Have you ever heard of the HPV self-sampling method?
1.2. What were your initial thoughts when you heard the phrase 'HPV self-sampling method'?
1.3. Did you feel that this test could apply to you, and if so, what do you think it would tell you?
1.4. What was your initial reaction when you were offered the option of performing a vaginal smear self-sampling for HR-HPV?


	2. Reasons and factors for refusal



	
2.a intrapersonal reasons and factors 

	
2.a(1) Did you think that the way in which the test was offered was appropriate?
2.a(2) How would you rate the instructions for the self-sampling test?
2.a(3) How would you feel if you did a self-sampling test yourself (hypothetically):
- ask about any confusion or discomfort about having to touch yourself to take the sample;
- ask about concerns that the woman might hurt herself while taking the sample.
2.a(4) How confident would you be that you would perform the procedure correctly and that the amount of sample (material) you collected would be sufficient to obtain reliable results? 
2.a(5) Did you have any concerns about the hygiene or cleanliness of the sampling device or the place where you would have to perform the self-sampling (for example, the toilet or room provided at the clinic)? 
2.a(6) Were you afraid that the test result might be inaccurate or altered in some way (probe, if “yes”)?


	
	
2.b. interpersonal reasons and factors 

	
2.b(1) How important is it for you to maintain regular contact with your doctor or gynecologist during screening? 
2.b(2) Would it make a difference to you if your doctor personally recommended or explained the self-sampling test? 
2.b(3) Would you feel more secure if a healthcare professional were directly involved in the procedure? Do you feel safer or more confident when the test is done by a healthcare professional rather than by yourself? 
2.b(4) How do you think your partner or spouse would encourage you performing a self-sampling test? Would their opinion influence your decision? 
2.b(5) How do you think your friends, colleagues, or other people in your life would encourage you performing a self-sampling test? Would their opinion influence your decision? 


	
	

2.c. health systems and policy-related reasons and factors 

	

2.c(1) Do you think self-sampling should be covered by the national health system (free of charge)? 
2.c(2) How convenient would it be for you to send your sample by post or deliver it to a nearby clinic or laboratory? 
2.c(3) What challenges do you think women might face in accessing or returning self-sampling kits? 
2.c(4) How would you prefer to receive your test results (e.g., phone call, email, letter, or in person)? 
2.c(5) How important is it for you that a healthcare provider explains the test result and next steps? 
2.c(6) Do you think there should be national guidelines on how self-sampling results are interpreted and followed up? 


	
	
2.d. other reasons and factors

	
2.d(1) What other reasons might prevent you from taking the test? What would you perceive as an obstacle?


	
3. Factors that would promote for taking/performing vaginal smear self-sampling for HR-HPV testing

	

3.1. Are you considering doing a vaginal smear self-sampling in the future (if yes, ask, where would it be more convenient to do it)? 
3.2. What would be the factors that would help you decide in favor of a vaginal smear self-sampling that would convince you to do a self-test?

	
4. Sociodemographic questions and questions about health (i.e., cervical abnormality).

	- age (in years) 
- education level (primary; secondary, higher/university) 
- marital/family status (married/cohabiting; single/divorced)
- children (yes; no)  
- ethnicity (Latvian; Russian; other) 
- place of residence (urban; rural)
- cervical abnormality (ASCUS, LSIL, ASC-H, HSIL, AGUS)











