SWPER-Measured Women’s Empowerment and Mental Health in Bangladesh: A Cross-Sectional Study from 2022 Demographic and Health Survey

Supplementary Table 1 indicators and coding scheme used to construct the SWPER global women’s empowerment index
	Item
	Coding or Units

	Attitude to violence domain

	1. Beating justified if wife goes out without telling husband
	Yes = –1; Don’t know = 0; No = 1

	2. Beating justified if wife neglects the children
	Yes = –1; Don’t know = 0; No = 1

	3. Beating justified if wife argues with husband
	Yes = –1; Don’t know = 0; No = 1

	4. Beating justified if wife refuses sex with husband
	Yes = –1; Don’t know = 0; No = 1

	5. Beating justified if wife burns the food
	Yes = –1; Don’t know = 0; No = 1

	Social independence domain

	6. Frequency of reading a newspaper or magazine
	Not at all = 0; <once week = 1; ≥once a week = 2

	7. Woman’s education (completed years of schooling)
	Years

	8. Age at first birth*
	Years

	9. Age at first cohabitation
	Years

	10. Age difference (woman’s minus husband’s age)
	Years

	11. Education difference (woman’s minus husband’s years schooling)
	Years

	Decision-making autonomy domain

	12. Who usually decides on respondent’s healthcare
	Husband/other alone = –1; Joint decision = 0; Respondent alone = 1

	13. Who usually decides on large household purchases
	Husband/other alone = –1; Joint decision = 0; Respondent alone = 1

	14. Who usually decides on visits to family or relatives
	Husband/other alone = –1; Joint decision = 0; Respondent alone = 1


*Age at first birth was imputed for women without children following the SWPER Global protocol 

Supplementary Table 2 Sample characteristics of the study population (n=18954)
	Characteristic
	Category
	Frequency
	Percent (Weighted)

	Women's Age
	15–24
	4743
	25.73

	
	25–34
	6722
	35.29

	
	35–49
	7489
	38.99

	Woman's Occupation
	Not working
	12300
	63.51

	
	Agricultural workers
	3816
	21.4

	
	Skilled labor / professionals
	2350
	12.76

	
	Domestic labor
	487
	2.33

	Husband Working
	Not working
	663
	3.4

	
	Working
	18255
	96.6

	Wealth Index
	Poor
	7071
	37.83

	
	Middle
	3777
	20.61

	
	Rich
	8106
	41.56

	Household Head Sex
	Male
	16662
	87.3

	
	Female
	2292
	12.7

	Household Size
	≤4
	8836
	47.58

	
	>4
	10118
	52.42

	Mass Media Exposure
	No
	8102
	43.05

	
	Yes
	10852
	56.95

	Internet Use
	No
	13363
	69.49

	
	Yes
	5591
	30.51

	Religion
	Islam
	16988
	90.4

	
	Others
	1960
	9.61

	Number of Living Children
	0
	2001
	10.58

	
	1–2
	11172
	58.81

	
	3+
	5781
	30.61

	Breastfeeding Status
	Not breastfeeding
	14911
	78.76

	
	Currently breastfeeding
	4043
	21.24

	Pregnancy Status
	Not pregnant/unsure
	17783
	93.83

	
	Currently pregnant
	1171
	6.18

	Division
	Barisal
	2030
	6.05

	
	Chattogram
	2811
	18.64

	
	Dhaka
	2866
	25.28

	
	Khulna
	2474
	11.98

	
	Mymensingh
	2049
	7.62

	
	Rajshahi
	2436
	13.23

	
	Rangpur
	2294
	11.53

	
	Sylhet
	1994
	5.68

	Residence
	Urban
	6611
	28.26

	
	Rural
	12343
	71.74

	Attitude to Violence
	Low empowerment
	678
	3.86

	
	Medium empowerment
	1932
	10.7

	
	High empowerment
	16344
	85.45

	Social Independence
	Low empowerment
	8011
	43.34

	
	Medium empowerment
	7523
	39.85

	
	High empowerment
	3420
	16.81

	Decision-making
	Low empowerment
	2827
	14.15

	
	Medium empowerment
	5049
	26.39

	
	High empowerment
	11078
	59.45


SWPER domain scores were categorized using global cut-points (Ewerling et al., 2020): attitudes toward violence (low ≤ −0.70; medium −0.70 to 0.40; high > 0.40), social independence (low ≤ −0.559; medium −0.559 to 0.293; high > 0.293), and decision-making autonomy (low ≤ −1.00; medium −1.00 to 0.60; high > 0.60).
