Study Protocol
Title: Experiences and challenges of female sex workers during the COVID-19 pandemic in Iran: A narrative inquiry
Objective: To identify the experiences and challenges faced by female sex workers in Kerman and Bam, Iran, during the COVID-19 pandemic, focusing on their vulnerabilities.
Methodology:
· Design: Qualitative study employing narrative methodology.
· Setting: Drop-In-Centers (DICs) in Kerman and Bam, Iran.
Participants:
· Eligibility Criteria:
· Sex workers who visit the DICs
· Friends of sex workers who are not directly affiliated with the DICs
· Recruitment: Participants will be recruited from DICs, which provide harm reduction services to sex workers. DIC staff will identify potential participants and introduce them to the study.
· Sampling Strategy: Purposive sampling and snowball sampling.
Interview Protocol:
· Language: Persian
· Format: Semi-structured interviews
· Procedure:
· Participants will provide written informed consent before the interview.
· Interviews will be recorded with participants' consent and transcribed verbatim.
Interview Questions:
1. What are your thoughts on the COVID-19 pandemic and how it has affected your daily life?
2. What specific challenges have you faced during the COVID-19 pandemic?

