Appendix 1. Search strategies of each database.
PubMed
[bookmark: OLE_LINK19][bookmark: OLE_LINK25]#1 "Alzheimer Disease"[Mesh]
[bookmark: OLE_LINK24]#2 "Alzheimer Disease" [Title/Abstract] OR "Alzheimer's Disease" [Title/Abstract] OR "Alzheimer Dementia" [Title/Abstract] OR "Alzheimer*" [Title/Abstract] OR "Alzheimer Type Dementia" [Title/Abstract] OR "Senile Dementia" [Title/Abstract]
#3 #1 OR #2
#4 "Acupuncture therapy"[Mesh]
[bookmark: OLE_LINK23]#5 "acupuncture therapy"[Title/Abstract] OR "acupuncture"[Title/Abstract] OR "acupuncture-moxibustion"[Title/Abstract] OR "meridian*"[Title/Abstract] OR "acupoint*"[Title/Abstract] OR "warm needling"[Title/Abstract] OR "warm acupuncture"[Title/Abstract] OR "acupuncture plus moxibustion"[Title/Abstract] OR "electronic acupuncture"[Title/Abstract] OR "electro-acupuncture"[Title/Abstract] OR "electroacupuncture"[Title/Abstract] OR "fire acupuncture"[Title/Abstract] OR "auricular needle"[Title/Abstract] OR "scalp needle"[Title/Abstract] OR "abdominal needle"[Title/Abstract] OR "wrist ankle needle"[Title/Abstract] OR "triple puncture"[Title/Abstract] OR "dry needle"[Title/Abstract] OR "needle"[Title/Abstract] OR "body acupuncture"[Title/Abstract] OR "manual-acupuncture"[Title/Abstract]
#6 #4 OR #5
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]#7 "neuroimaging"[MeSH] OR "magnetic resonance imaging"[Mesh] OR "Positron-Emission Tomography"[Mesh] OR "magnetic resonance imaging"[Mesh]
[bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK26][bookmark: OLE_LINK16][bookmark: OLE_LINK27]#8 "neuroimaging"[Title/Abstract] AND "magnetic resonance imaging"[Title/Abstract] OR "Positron-Emission Tomography"[Title/Abstract] OR "functional magnetic resonance imaging"[Title/Abstract] OR "fMRI"[Title/Abstract] OR "functional image"[Title/Abstract] OR "Diffusion Tensor Imaging"[Title/Abstract] OR "DTI"[Title/Abstract] OR "structural magnetic resonance imaging"[Title/Abstract] OR "sMRI"[Title/Abstract] OR "functional near-infrared spectroscopy"[Title/Abstract] OR "electroencephalography"[Title/Abstract] OR "magnetic resonance spectroscopy"[Title/Abstract] OR "magnetoencephalography"[Title/Abstract]
#9 #7 OR #8
#10 #3 AND #6 AND #9

EMBASE
#1 'alzheimer disease'/exp/mj
#2 'alzheimer disease':ti,ab,kw OR 'alzheimers disease':ti,ab,kw OR 'alzheimer dementia':ti,ab,kw OR alzheimer:ti,ab,kw OR 'alzheimer type dementia':ti,ab,kw OR 'senile dementia':ti,ab,kw
#3 #1 OR #2
#4 'acupuncture therapy'/exp/mj
[bookmark: OLE_LINK21]#5 'acupuncture therapy':ti,ab,kw OR acupuncture:ti,ab,kw OR 'acupuncture moxibustion':ti,ab,kw OR meridian*:ti,ab,kw OR acupoint*:ti,ab,kw OR 'warm needling':ti,ab,kw OR 'warm acupuncture':ti,ab,kw OR 'acupuncture plus moxibustion':ti,ab,kw OR 'electronic acupuncture':ti,ab,kw OR 'electro acupuncture':ti,ab,kw OR electroacupuncture:ti,ab,kw OR 'fire acupuncture':ti,ab,kw OR 'auricular needle':ti,ab,kw OR 'scalp needle':ti,ab,kw OR 'abdominal needle':ti,ab,kw OR 'wrist ankle needle':ti,ab,kw OR 'triple puncture':ti,ab,kw OR 'dry needle':ti,ab,kw OR needle:ti,ab,kw OR 'body acupuncture':ti,ab,kw OR 'manual acupuncture':ti,ab,kw
#6 #4 OR #5
#7 'neuroimaging'/exp OR 'magnetic resonance imaging'/exp OR 'Positron-Emission Tomography'/exp OR 'magnetic resonance imaging'/exp
[bookmark: OLE_LINK18][bookmark: OLE_LINK13]#8 neuroimaging:ti,ab,kw OR magnetic resonance imaging:ti,ab,kw OR Positron-Emission Tomography:ti,ab,kw OR functional magnetic resonance imaging:ti,ab,kw OR fMRI:ti,ab,kw OR functional image:ti,ab,kw OR Diffusion Tensor Imaging:ti,ab,kw OR DTI:ti,ab,kw OR structural magnetic resonance imaging:ti,ab,kw OR sMRI:ti,ab,kw OR functional near-infrared spectroscopy:ti,ab,kw OR electroencephalography:ti,ab,kw OR magnetic resonance spectroscopy:ti,ab,kw OR magnetoencephalography:ti,ab,kw 
#9 #7 OR #8
#10 #3 AND #6 AND #9

Web of science
[bookmark: OLE_LINK20]TS=(‘Alzheimer Disease’ OR ‘Alzheimer's Disease’ OR ‘Alzheimer Dementia’ OR ‘Alzheimer*’ OR ‘Alzheimer Type Dementia’ OR ‘Senile Dementia’) AND (‘acupuncture*’ OR ‘acupuncture-moxibustion’ OR ‘meridian*’ OR ‘acupoint*’ OR ‘warm needling’ OR ‘warm acupuncture’ OR ‘acupuncture plus moxibustion’ ) AND (‘neuroimaging’ OR ‘magnetic resonance imaging’ OR ‘Positron-Emission Tomography’ OR ‘functional magnetic resonance imaging’ OR ‘fMRI’ OR ‘functional image’ OR ‘Diffusion Tensor Imaging’ OR ‘DTI’ OR ‘structural magnetic resonance imaging’ OR ‘sMRI’ OR ‘functional near-infrared spectroscopy’ OR ‘electroencephalography’ OR ‘magnetic resonance spectroscopy’ OR ‘magnetoencephalography’)

Cochrane Library
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK12]#1 Mesh descriptor: [Alzheimer Disease]explode all trees
#2 alzheimer disease:ti,ab,kw OR alzheimers disease:ti,ab,kw OR alzheimer dementia:ti,ab,kw OR alzheimer:ti,ab,kw OR alzheimer type dementia:ti,ab,kw OR senile dementia:ti,ab,kw OR ad:ti,ab,kw OR atd:ti,ab,kw
#3 #1 OR #2
#4 Mesh descriptor: [acupuncture therapy] explode all trees;
#5 acupuncture therapy:ti,ab,kw OR acupuncture:ti,ab,kw OR acupuncture moxibustion:ti,ab,kw OR meridian*:ti,ab,kw OR acupoint*:ti,ab,kw OR warm needling:ti,ab,kw OR warm acupuncture:ti,ab,kw OR acupuncture plus moxibustion:ti,ab,kw OR electronic acupuncture:ti,ab,kw OR electro acupuncture:ti,ab,kw OR electroacupuncture:ti,ab,kw OR fire acupuncture:ti,ab,kw OR auricular needle:ti,ab,kw OR scalp needle:ti,ab,kw OR abdominal needle:ti,ab,kw OR wrist ankle needle:ti,ab,kw OR triple puncture:ti,ab,kw OR dry needle:ti,ab,kw OR needle:ti,ab,kw OR body acupuncture:ti,ab,kw OR manual acupuncture:ti,ab,kw
#6 #4 OR #5
#7 Mesh descriptor: [neuroimaging] explode all trees
#8 Mesh descriptor: [magnetic resonance imaging] explode all trees
#9 Mesh descriptor: [Positron-Emission Tomography] explode all trees
[bookmark: OLE_LINK11]#10 Mesh descriptor: [magnetic resonance imaging] explode all trees
#11 neuroimaging:ti,ab,kw OR magnetic resonance imaging:ti,ab,kw OR Positron-Emission Tomography:ti,ab,kw OR functional magnetic resonance imaging:ti,ab,kw OR fMRI:ti,ab,kw OR functional image:ti,ab,kw OR Diffusion Tensor Imaging:ti,ab,kw OR DTI:ti,ab,kw OR structural magnetic resonance imaging:ti,ab,kw OR sMRI:ti,ab,kw OR functional near-infrared spectroscopy:ti,ab,kw OR electroencephalography:ti,ab,kw OR magnetic resonance spectroscopy:ti,ab,kw
#12 #7 OR #8 OR #9 OR #10 OR #11
#13 #3 AND #6 AND #12

[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK28]CNKI Strategy in English
[bookmark: OLE_LINK22][bookmark: OLE_LINK36](TKA=(‘acupuncture’+‘acupuncture moxibustion’+‘body acupuncture’+‘manual acupuncture’+‘electronic acupuncture’+‘warm acupuncture’+‘scalp needle’+‘scalp acupuncture’+‘auricular needle’+‘acupoint’+‘fire acupuncture’+‘abdominal needle’+‘float needle’+‘three-edged needle’+‘nine needle’+‘meridian’+‘transcutaneous electrical stimulation’+‘eye acupuncture’+‘tongue acupuncture’+‘wrist ankle needle’+‘blade needle’+‘acupotomy’+‘micropuncture’+‘dry needle’) OR SU=(‘Acupuncture therapy' + 'Acupuncture' + 'acupuncture-moxibustion therapy’)) AND (TKA=(‘Alzheimer Disease’+‘Senile Dementia’+‘Alzheimer's Disease’+‘Senile Type Dementia’) OR SU=(‘cognitive impairment’+‘Alzheimer Disease’)) AND (TKA=(‘neuroimaging’+‘brain imaging’+‘magnetic resonance imaging’+‘functional magnetic resonance imaging’+‘structural magnetic resonance imaging’+‘Diffusion Tensor Imaging’+‘PET’+‘functional near-infrared spectroscopy’+‘electroencephalography’+‘magnetoencephalography’) OR SU=(‘neuroimaging’+‘brain imaging’))

[bookmark: OLE_LINK31]WF Strategy in English
[bookmark: OLE_LINK30][bookmark: OLE_LINK29][bookmark: OLE_LINK33][bookmark: OLE_LINK32](Title or Keywords:(Alzheimer Disease OR Alzheimer's Disease OR Senile Dementia OR Senile Type Dementia) OR Subject:(cognitive impairment OR Alzheimer Disease)) and (Title or Keywords:(acupuncture OR acupuncture moxibustion OR body acupuncture OR manual acupuncture OR electronic acupuncture OR warm acupuncture OR scalp needle OR scalp acupuncture OR auricular needle OR acupoint OR fire acupuncture OR abdominal needle OR float needle OR three-edged needle OR nine needle OR meridian OR transcutaneous electrical stimulation OR eye acupuncture OR tongue acupuncture OR wrist ankle needle OR blade needle OR acupotomy OR micropuncture OR dry needle) OR Subject:(Acupuncture therapy OR Acupuncture OR acupuncture-moxibustion therapy)) and (Title or Keywords:(neuroimaging OR brain imaging OR magnetic resonance imaging OR functional magnetic resonance imaging OR structural magnetic resonance imaging OR Diffusion Tensor Imaging OR PET OR functional near-infrared spectroscopy OR electroencephalography OR magnetoencephalography) OR Subject:(neuroimaging OR brain imaging))

[bookmark: OLE_LINK34]Chongqing VIP Strategy in English
[bookmark: OLE_LINK37]M=(Alzheimer Disease OR Alzheimer's Disease OR Senile Dementia OR Senile Type Dementia) and M=(acupuncture OR acupuncture moxibustion OR body acupuncture OR manual acupuncture OR electronic acupuncture OR warm acupuncture OR scalp needle OR scalp acupuncture OR auricular needle OR acupoint OR fire acupuncture OR abdominal needle OR float needle OR three-edged needle OR nine needle OR meridian OR transcutaneous electrical stimulation OR eye acupuncture OR tongue acupuncture OR wrist ankle needle OR blade needle OR acupotomy OR micropuncture OR dry needle) and R=(neuroimaging OR brain imaging OR magnetic resonance imaging OR functional magnetic resonance imaging OR structural magnetic resonance imaging OR Diffusion Tensor Imaging OR PET OR functional near-infrared spectroscopy OR electroencephalography OR magnetoencephalography)

[bookmark: _GoBack]SinoMed Strategy in English	 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK35]1 	"Alzheimer Disease" [weighted:expansion] 
2 	"Alzheimer Disease"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "Alzheimer's Disease"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "Senile Dementia"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "Senile Type Dementia"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "Dementia"[Common field: Intelligence]
3 	1 OR 2
4 	"acupuncture therapy"[weighted:expansion] OR "acupuncture"[weighted:expansion] OR "acupuncture moxibustion therapy"[weighted:expansion]
5 	"acupuncture"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "acupuncture moxibustion"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "body acupuncture"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "manual acupuncture"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "electronic acupuncture"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "warm acupuncture"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "scalp needle"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "scalp acupuncture"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "auricular needle"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "acupoint"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "fire acupuncture"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "abdominal needle"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "float needle"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "meridian"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "transcutaneous electrical stimulation"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "dry needle"[Common field: Intelligence]
6 	4 OR 5
7 	"neuroimaging" [weighted:expansion] OR "brain imaging"[weighted:expansion] 	
8 	"neuroimaging"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "brain imaging"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "magnetic resonance imaging"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "functional magnetic resonance imaging"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "structural magnetic resonance imaging"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "Diffusion Tensor Imaging"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "PET"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "functional near-infrared spectroscopy"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "electroencephalography"[Common field: Intelligence] OR "magnetoencephalography"[Common field: Intelligence]
9 	7 OR 8 	
10 	3 AND 6 AND 9 


