Supplement 1. The level of acupuncture knowledge of the participants
	Variablesa
	Correct
Answerb
	Total
(N=370)
N (%)
	Acupuncture
user (N=164)
N (%)
	Acupuncture
non-user (N=206) N (%)

	Average score of acupuncture knowledge
	
	65.4±12.3
	66.7±16.2
	64.4±9.5

	Acupuncture-related government regulations
	
	78.2±0.2
	83.2±1.3
	74.3±1.4

	Acupuncture is covered by health insurance
	T
	289 (78.1)
	138 (84.1)
	151 (73.3)

	The Korean government has no license standards for those who practice acupuncture
	F
	290 (78.4)
	135 (82.3)
	155 (75.2)

	Clinical efficacy of acupuncture
	
	79.2±14.5
	82.0±16.8
	76.9±12.7

	Acupuncture can help relieve pain
	T
	331 (89.5)
	154 (93.9)
	177 (85.9)

	Acupuncture can release natural pain-reducing substances in our brain
	T
	255 (68.9)
	115 (70.1)
	140 (68.0)

	General knowledge of acupuncture
	
	66.9±13.9
	71.0±15.6
	63.7±13.1

	Do not bathe after acupuncture treatment
	F
	156 (42.2)
	75 (45.7)
	81 (39.3)

	Blood should come out after acupuncture treatment
	F
	281 (75.9)
	126 (76.8)
	155 (75.2)

	If you continue acupuncture, you will become addicted
	F
	238 (64.3)
	104 (63.4)
	134 (65.0)

	High risk of infection after acupuncture
	F
	234 (63.2)
	111 (67.7)
	123 (59.7)

	Acupuncture on the opposite side of the painful area is wrong
	F
	282 (76.2)
	137 (83.5)
	145 (70.4)

	Acupuncture treatment time is 15 to 30 minutes
	T
	295 (79.7)
	146 (89.0)
	149 (72.3)

	How to perform acupuncture
	
	62.1±12.8
	63.4±13.8
	60.9±12.0

	Acupuncture needles placed on acupuncture points are not inserted into the skin
	F
	196 (53.0)
	88 (53.7)
	108 (52.4)

	Sometimes, low-dose electricity is passed through the needle during acupuncture
	T
	263 (71.1)
	120 (73.2)
	143 (69.4)

	Common concerns about acupuncture
	
	59.2±18.2
	60.8±22.7
	58.0±14.7

	Serious side effects of acupuncture are very rare
	T
	287 (77.6)
	142 (86.6)
	145 (70.4)

	Some acupuncture needles are as thick as a hair
	T
	227 (61.4)
	102 (62.2)
	125 (60.7)

	After acupuncture, most patients experience bruising
	F
	231 (62.4)
	105 (64.0)
	126 (61.2)

	Acupuncture needles are as thick as needles in medical institutions
	F
	272 (73.5)
	127 (77.4)
	145 (70.4)

	Disposable needles are never used in acupuncture
	F
	200 (54.1)
	87 (53.0)
	113 (54.9)

	Some patients feel dizzy after their first acupuncture treatment
	T
	98 (26.5)
	35 (21.3)
	63 (30.5)

	Types of acupuncture
	
	46.8
	39.6
	52.4

	There are two types of acupuncture treatment: Traditional acupuncture and Western acupuncture.
	T
	173 (46.8)
	65 (39.6)
	108 (52.4)

	a A type of assessment in which participants are presented with a statement and are required to determine whether it is true or false.
[bookmark: _GoBack]b Correct answer ("T" is true; "F" is false)



