Table S1  Response rate and prevalence rate
	Which TCM services have you used? (Multiple answers allowed)
	Response
	Prevalence rate（N=300）

	
	n
	Response rate
	

	    Herbal medicine
	174
	41.3%
	58.0%

	Acupuncture
	62
	14.7%
	20.7%

	Tuina massage
	14
	3.3%
	4.7%

	Cupping/Scraping (Gua sha)
	82
	19.5%
	27.3%

	None
	85
	20.2%
	28.3%

	Other
	4
	1.0%
	1.3%

	Total
	421
	100%
	140.3%

	Note: Goodness-of-fit test: χ2 = 260.305, p<0.001




Table S2  Response rate and prevalence rate
	Your possible purpose of using TCM? (Multiple answers allowed)
	Response
	Prevalence rate (N=300)

	
	n
	Response rate
	

	Treat illnesses/recovery
	159
	33.1%
	53.0%

	Wellness (immunity/anti-aging)
	132
	27.4%
	44.0%

	Beauty (e.g., acne)
	82
	17.0%
	27.3%

	Family traditions (herbal diets/seasonal regimens)
	61
	12.7%
	20.3%

	Religious customs (e.g., Halal postnatal care)
	25
	5.2%
	8.3%

	  Other
	22
	4.6%
	7.3%

	Total
	481
	100%
	160.2%


Note: Goodness-of-fit test: χ2 = 190.638, p<0.001


	Table S3  Response rate and prevalence rate 

	Barriers to TCM usage? (Multiple answers allowed)
	Response
	Prevalence rate (N=300)

	
	n
	Response rate
	

	  High cost
	54
	12.3%
	18.0%

	Unclear efficacy
	91
	20.8%
	30.3%

	Lack of certified practitioners
	80
	18.3%
	26.7%

	Cultural differences
	82
	18.7%
	27.3%

	Limited awareness
	116
	26.5%
	38.7%

	Other
	15
	3.4%
	5.0%

	Total
	438
	100%
	146.0%

	Note: Goodness-of-fit test: χ2 = 81.073, p<0.001






	Table S4  Response rate and prevalence rate 

	What improvements does TCM in Malaysia need most? (Multiple answers allowed)
	Response
	Prevalence rate（N=300）

	
	n
	Response rate
	

	Practitioner qualifications
	99
	14.5%
	33.0%

	Herbal quality control
	118
	17.2%
	39.3%

	Government policy support
	106
	15.5%
	35.3%

	Public awareness
	168
	24.5%
	56.0%

	China-Malaysia cooperation
	50
	7.3%
	16.7%

	Halal certification
	138
	20.1%
	46.0%

	Other
	6
	0.9%
	2.0%

	Total
	685
	100%
	228.3%

	Note: Goodness-of-fit test: χ2 = 179.166, p<0.001




	Table S5  Response rate and prevalence rate

	Priority areas for China-Malaysia TCM collaboration? (Multiple answers allowed)
	Response
	Prevalence rate (N=300)

	
	n
	Response rate
	

	   Herbal trade
	111
	19.9%
	37.0%

	Medical skills exchange
	159
	28.4%
	53.0%

	Talent training
	139
	24.9%
	46.3%

	Scientific research
	145
	25.9%
	48.3%

	Other
	5
	0.9%
	1.7%

	Total
	559
	100%
	186.3%

	Note: Goodness-of-fit test: χ2 = 137.839, p<0.001
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	Table S6  Response rate and prevalence rate 

	 Impacts of China-Malaysia diplomatic relations on TCM? (Multiple answers allowed)
	Response
	Prevalence rate (N=300)

	
	n
	Response rate
	

	  Legalization/standardization
	93
	17.1%
	31.0%

	  Accelerated talent/tech exchange
	106
	19.5%
	35.3%

	Boosted herbal imports/local production
	131
	24.1%
	43.7%

	Increased public acceptance
	128
	23.6%
	42.7%

	  Integration with other medical systems
	85
	15.7%
	28.3%

	Total
	543
	100%
	181.0%

	Note: Goodness-of-fit test: χ2 = 15.517, p=0.004



