Appendix D: A VPS Typology
	General
	Title
	Virtual patient case practice in Decision Sim. Recently, these VPS have evolved to be part of the Virtual Community Health Center.

	
	Description
	Free text

	
	Language
	English

	Educational
	Level
	Designed to be adapted for use during all years of medical school.

	
	Modes
	Learning, formative assessment, deliberate practice

	
	Coverage
	Limb pain, regional back pain, seizure, dizziness

	
	Objectives and outcomes
	See Fig. 1 below.

	Instructional Design
	Path type
	Branching design, using a gradual disclosure approach. Students plan an approach to a focused history and examination, based on the complaint

	
	User modality
	Students work in teams of 3-4. They discuss each clinical decision in the case. Alternatively, these VPS may be used for individual case practice.

	
	Media & Resources
	Use of images, audio, video.

	
	Narrative Use and Patient Focus
	These VPS are designed to provide a story line that prompts humanism and patient-centered approaches. There is a balance between presenting the data, and engaging with the patient. These VPS also emphasize cultural competency, osteopathic treatment, and teamwork.

	
	Interactivity Use
	During each episode, student teams make about 20 decisions, spanning all parts of the patient encounter. 

	
	Feedback
Use
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Students receive prefabricated, written, immediate feedback about each decision throughout the case. 

	Technical
	Originating system
	Decision SimulationTM

	Format
	Format
	Text/HTML

	
	Integration
	System independent. 
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	VPS competency areas aligned to national standards. Reprinted with permission.
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AACOM Competency The student will be able to..| by.

Patient Care

3.1.j. Perform the patient encounter as
appropriate for the situation.

1. Define a

I presentation.

Choosing an appropriate a scheme

Patient Care

3.1.b Take an accurate history by
communicating effectively—verbally and non-

2. Gather evidence through a patient history.

Selecting appropriate history
investigations.

Patient Care

3.1.d Apply appropriate knowledge to the
performance of the physical ation.

3. Use evidence from physical examinations to

‘make clinical deci

~Selecting appropriate physical
examinations.

Prioritizing PE investigations as
either essential vs. non- essential.

Patient Care

3.2.b Generate and test multiple hypotheses
during the course of the medical interview and
physical examination.

4. Apply pertinent evidence at each decision
pointin the patient case, by sorting the data
through inductive investigation.

Synthesizing evidence to select or
prioritize lab an i
investigations.

Medical Knowledge

2.3.a. Use scientific concepts to evaluate,
diagnose, and manage clinical patient
presentations and population health.

5. Apply medical knowledge to clinical
investigations.

Defining appropriate lab
testslimaging/basic science relevant
to the case.

Communication

4.4.a Collaborate with other health care
professionals in the care of the patient
demonstrating effective personal skills and
nterpersonal dynamics..

6. Exhibit effective interpersonal dynamics

Working in a student team to make
inical decisions (for team-based
ulations).





