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[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix C
Inpatient Narrative Medicine Workshops: Examples of Short Prose and Poetry Readings to Stimulate Discussion

We used medically themed readings to stimulate discussion.  However, any insightful literary reading on a theme encountered in clinical medicine would be appropriate.
	Theme
	Author
	Title
	Description

	Hope
	Andrea M. Watson
	“Hope Shattered, Hope Restored”
	A narrative on the role and power of imperfect hope and survival of an oncology patient

	Humor

	Donald Hall
	“Ship Pounding”
	Poem, brief humor comparing healthy and sick

	Humor
	William Meffert
	“Incoming”
	Short story, surgeon puts own life at risk to remove grenade from young soldier 

	“Difficult” Patients
	Michael Lewis
	“Home Game” (excerpt)
	Narrative, in which an absentee father navigates the dehumanizing aspects of a child’s bronchiolitis hospitalization  

	Setting
	Laurie Kutchins
	“The Ward is the World”
	Narrative, reflecting on the disruptions to time and space that occur when undergoing cycles of chemotherapy

	Grief 
	Minjee Kim
	“The Right to Grieve”
	Narrative, discussing the rights of physicians to feel a full range of emotions after patient death

	Grief
	Jennifer Lycette
	“Making Room”
	Narrative, how to find space as a provider for your own feelings around losing a patient

	Illness
	Nikta Raman
	“DNA”
	Poem, describing the feeling of betrayal of one’s own DNA when cancer develops

	Loss
	Jane Kenyon
	"The Sick Wife”
	Poem, describing own illness from outsider’s point of view, sitting in car at odd hours of the day (like interns on day off)

	
	Elizabeth Bishop
	“One Art”
	Poem, art of losing: self, relationships 

	Perception, conflicting viewpoints
	Donald Hall
	“Ship Pounding”
	Poem, realizing hospital and docked ship are constantly working but going nowhere

	Boundaries, identity
	Rafael Campo
	“The Abdominal Exam”
	Poem, examination diagnosing terminal illness, powerless to change outcome

	Community
	William Meffert
	“Incoming”
	Short story, surgical team in field putting patient’s emergency ahead of own welfare

	Professional Identity
	Raymond Deng
	“Performing Grief”
	Narrative of medical student’s first code blue, with reflection on the “performance that permeates the profession”




