Supplementary Table 1 Research projects with different content domains.
	Study field
	Research projects, no. (%)

	
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020

	Basic science research
	56 (82.4)
	57 (81.4)
	52 (81.3)
	59 (90.8)
	54 (75.0)
	53 (75.7)
	72 (77.4)
	65 (77.4)

	Clinical/translational research
	5 (7.4)
	8 (11.4)
	6 (9.4)
	5 (7.7)
	12 (16.7)
	13 (18.6)
	10 (10.8)
	9 (10.7)

	Public health
	6 (8.8)
	4 (5.7)
	5 (7.8)
	1 (1.5)
	6 (8.3)
	4 (5.7)
	11 (11.8)
	10 (11.9)

	Medical education
	1 (1.5)
	1 (1.4)
	1 (1.6)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



Supplementary Table 2 Descriptive statistics of skill composite score (SCS).
	Measure
	Mean
	Standard deviation

	Develop a research question
	4.04
	0.66

	Critical appraisal of the medical literature
	4.13
	0.63

	Choose an appropriate research design
	4.08
	0.67

	Perform experiments correctly
	4.40
	0.61

	Writing a scientific manuscript
	4.34
	0.63


Response options: 1 = very poor to 5 = excellent

[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary Table 3 Associations between study variables.
	Characteristic
	Spearman correlation: ρ, P value
	Mann-Whitney U test: z, P value
	Chi-square test: χ2, P value

	Overall satisfaction
	
	
	

	Mentor satisfaction
	0.40, < .001
	
	

	SCS
	
	-9.68, < .001
	

	Academic performance
	0.02, .568
	
	

	Gender
	
	-1.62, .104
	

	Mentor satisfaction
	
	
	

	SCS
	
	-10.09, < .001
	

	Academic performance
	0.05, .229
	
	

	Gender
	
	-2.52, .012
	

	SCS
	
	
	

	Academic performance
	
	-2.37, .018
	

	Gender
	
	
	0.03, .875

	Academic performance
	
	
	

	Gender
	
	-3.49, < .001
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