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	Table 1S. Medical School Learning Environment Survey (MSLES) 3

	For the following questions, please choose the category of frequency that most closely approximates your perceptions of the learning climate in United Arab Emirates University at the College of Medicine and Health Sciences.

	
	Never
	Seldom
	Occasionally
	Fairly often
	Very often

	1. 
	The environment of the school allows for interests outside of medicine	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	Upper-level students provide informal guidance to lower-level students.	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	Students gather together for informal activities	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	Students in the school get to know each other well	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	Students spend time assisting each other	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. 
	Students hesitate to express their opinions and ideas to faculty	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	Student complaints are responded to with meaningful action	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. 
	Students have difficulty finding time for family and friends	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. 
	Competition for grades is intense	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	The relationship between basic science and clinical material is unclear.	
	
	
	
	
	

	11. 
	Exams emphasize understanding of concepts	
	
	
	
	
	

	12. 
	Courses emphasize the interdependence of facts, concepts and principles	
	
	
	
	
	

	13. 
	Exams provide a fair measure of student achievement	
	
	
	
	
	

	14. 
	Students in the school are distant with each other	
	
	
	
	
	

	15. 
	Faculty are reserved and distant with students	
	
	
	
	
	

	16. 
	Faculty, administrators, and staff give personal help to students having academic difficulty	
	
	
	
	
	

	17. 
	Students are reluctant to share with each other problems they are having	
	
	
	
	
	






	
Table 1S. A descriptive summary of the student’s responses to the different items of the medical school learning environment survey (MSLES) (n=377)

	Items of the MSLES

	Missing responses

	Available responses

	Percentage of missing responses

	1. The environment of the school allows for interests outside of medicine
	2
	375
	0.5

	2. Upper-level students provide informal guidance to lower-level students.
	2
	375
	0.5

	3. Students gather together for informal activities 
	2
	375
	0.5

	4. Students in the school get to know each other well
	1
	376
	0.3

	5. Students spend time assisting each other 
	1
	376
	0.3

	6. Students hesitate to express their opinions and ideas to faculty
	2
	375
	0.5

	7. Student complaints are responded to with meaningful action
	5
	372
	1.3

	8. Students have difficulty finding time for family and friends
	3
	374
	0.8

	9. Competition for grades is intense
	3
	374
	0.8

	10. The relationship between basic science and clinical material is unclear.
	4
	373
	1.1

	11. Exams emphasize understanding of concepts	
	1
	376
	0.3

	12. Courses emphasize the interdependence of facts, concepts and principles
	3
	374
	0.8

	13. Exams provide a fair measure of student achievement
	1
	376
	0.3

	14. Students in the school are distant with each other
	3
	374
	0.8

	15. Faculty are reserved and distant with students
	2
	375
	0.5

	16. Faculty, administrators, and staff give personal help to students having academic difficulty
	7
	370
	1.9

	17. Students are reluctant to share with each other problems they are having
	5
	372
	1.3





	Table 2S. A descriptive summary of the student’s responses to the different items in the demographic and academic performance part of the survey (n=377)

	Items of the demographic information

	Missing responses

	Available responses

	
Percentage of missing responses

	Gender
	40
	337
	11.9

	GPA in the last academic year
	77
	300
	25.7

	Repeat year at medical school
	41
	336
	12.2

	Inspiration to enrol in medical school because of a family member or a close person who works in the medical field
	38
	339
	11.2







	Table 3S. Reason for repeated year in different years at the medical school

	
	Year in medical school

	Reason for repeated year
	Y1-Y6 
(n=24)
	Y1
(n=0)
	Y2
(n=2)
	Y3 & Y4
(n=9)
	Y5 & Y6
(n=13)


	Failed class due to academic performance

	10 (41.7%)
	-
	1 (50%)
	5 (55.6%)
	4 (30.8%)

	
Failed class due to academic performance
&
Personal related issues

	
5 (20.8%)
	
-
	
1 (50%)
	
1 (11.1%)
	
3 (23.1%)

	
Failed class due to academic performance
&
Personal related issues
&
Family related issues

	

3 (12.5%)
	

-
	

-
	

2 (22.2%)
	

1 (7.7%)

	
Failed class due to academic performance
&
Family related issues

	
1 (4.2%)
	
-
	
-
	
-
	
1 (7.7%)

	
Personal related issues
	
1 (4.2%)
	
-
	
-
	
-
	
1 (7.7%)

	

Personal related issues
&
Family related issues

	

1 (4.2%)
	

-
	

-
	

-
	

1 (7.7%)


	
Personal related issues
&
Family related issues
&
Other*

	

1 (4.2%)
	

-
	

-
	

-
	

1 (7.7%)

	
Personal related issues
&
Other*
	
1 (4.2%)
	
-
	
-
	
-
	
1 (7.7%)

	

Other*
	

1 (4.2%)
	

-
	

-
	

1 (11.1%)
	

-


	*Other reasons were: (1) Giving birth, (2) COVID-19 and health issues (3) Health issues
* Percentage presented are from the year in medical school



