Table 1. Comparison of correct and incorrect answers by level of study and gender (N=561)

	Correctly answered (%)
	Preclinical
n = 263
	Clinical
n = 298
	p*
	Female
n = 368
	Male
n = 193
	p*

	HIV can be transmitted by all forms of sexual intercourse, sharing needles, blood transfusions, and verically from mother to child.
	24.7
	41.6
	<0.0001
	67.7
	36.3
	0.3997

	Probability of HIV transmission after a needlestick injury is less than 2%
	4.9
	42.6
	<0.0001
	19.3
	35.8
	<0.01

	Probability of HIV transmission after an unprotected vaginal sexual intercourse is less than 2%
	4.9
	20.8
	<0.0001
	8.4
	22.3
	<0.01

	Probability of HIV transmission after an unprotected anal sexual intercourse is less than 2%
	5.3
	11.8
	0.01
	6.0
	14.0
	<0.01

	Risk that an HIV positive person with an undetectable HIV viremia can transmit the infection to another person is very low
	51.0
	87.9
	<0.0001
	67.4
	76.7
	0.03

	The virus can be detected by PCR test within 3 days of infection*
	58.9
	68.1
	0.03299
	-
	-
	-

	Patient's saliva can be used as a specimen for rapid HIV test*
	26.2
	51.0
	<0.0001
	-
	-
	-

	If working with saliva, urine or feces of an HIV positive person, healthcare workers should be warned about an additional level of protection
	55.5
	54.0
	0.79887
	53.3
	57.5
	0.38

	HIV can not be cured, but treatment can prevent AIDS*
	42.2
	66.8
	<0.0001
	-
	-
	-

	There is a medication that can be taken after risky intercourse to reduce the likelihood of contracting HIV
	41.1
	89.9
	<0.0001
	65.2
	70.5
	0.25

	There is no vaccine that prevents HIV infection
	79.5
	92.3
	<0.0001
	14.9
	11.4
	0.30

	PrEeP is a medication taken by HIV positive person to prevent them from infecting their partners
	46.8
	58.7
	<0.01060
	52.2
	54.9
	0.59

	PEP is a medication taken by HIV negative people to reduce the chance of contracting the virus
	50.9
	69.8
	<0.0001
	59.5
	67.7
	0.38

	HIV positive person who is stable on ART must use a condom during sexual intercourse to prevent HIV transmission to the partner
	16.7
	38.3
	<0.0001
	26.6
	31.1
	0.31

	Despite the treatment, the HIV positive mother must give birth by caesarean section, in order to prevent the transmission of the virus to the child
	42.2
	58.1
	<0.010.0003
	50.5
	50.8
	1.00

	HIV positive women are advised not to breastfeed
	62.0
	54.0
	0.07693
	58.2
	57.0
	0.86


* we did not perform comparison of clinical knowledge based on gender, as these are solely clinically related questions

Table 2 Comparison of Likert scores† regarding attitudes towards PWLHA and HIV prevention knowledge

	HCP are at risk for contracting HIV
	Correct answer
	Incorrect answer
	p*

	PEP is a medication taken by HIV- people to reduce the chance of contracting the virus.
	3.27
	3.02
	0.0204

	The probability of risk of transmission after needlestick injury is less than 2%
	3.29
	3.14
	0.1955

	There is a low risk for HIV transmission if HIV+ person has undetectable viremia
	3.27
	2.94
	<0.01087

	If HCPs is in contact with patient's body fluids, they should be warned about patient's HIV status
	Correct answer
	Incorrect answer
	p*

	PEP is a medication taken by HIV- people to reduce the chance of contracting the virus.
	4.25
	4.12
	0.1716

	The probability of risk of transmission after needlestick injury is less than 2%
	4.16
	4.21
	0.45456

	There is a low risk for HIV transmission if HIV+ person has undetectable viremia
	4.19
	4.22
	0.42175

	I would disclose a patient's HIV status to another medical professional despite the patient's objection
	Correct answer
	Incorrect answer
	p*


	PEP is a medication taken by HIV- people to reduce the chance of contracting the virus.
	2.49
	2.49
	0.9536

	The probability of risk of transmission after needlestick injury is less than 2%
	2.34
	2.54
	0.0990

	There is a low risk for HIV transmission if HIV+ person has undetectable viremia
	2.45
	2.57
	0.262


† five-item scale: 1 – strongly disagree, 2 – somewhat disagree, 3 – neither agree nor disagree, 4 – somewhat agree, 5 – strongly agree, * Mann Whitney test


