What do medical students think about conscientious objection? 

The concept of “Conscientious objection” (CO), which can be briefly defined as “healthcare workers’ refusal to provide a certain health service due to a conflict with their personal values”, has started to form an increasingly important area of ​​discussion in health services today. Some physicians argue that they have the right to refuse certain medical interventions in order to protect their personal values ​​and integrity. 

The aim of this study is to learn the thoughts and attitudes of future physicians about the concept of CO.

Participation is voluntary. Your refusal to participate in the study will not affect your education in any way.

No personally identifiable information is collected through the research, and it is the researchers’ responsibility to protect the confidentiality of the data. 

Answering the questions will be interpreted as your consent to participate in the research.

Bursa Uludag University School of Medicine Research Ethics Committee has decided that the research is ethically appropriate (# 28/12/2020 - 718).

Thank you for your participation.






PART I – Demographics

1. Gender:
F / M / I don’t want to declare

2. Which year of student are you?
1 / 2 / 3 / 4 / 5 / 6

3. The reason to choose medicine as a profession (More than one option can be marked) 
⃝ To find a remedy for other people's health problems
⃝ Because medicine is a respected profession in society.
⃝ It has been my ideal profession since I was a kid.
⃝ It was the best option according to my exam score.
⃝ Because of my interest in the biological sciences
⃝ Because I think it will bring a high income.
⃝ My family has insisted
⃝ I take my relatives who are physicians as an example
⃝ It was my teachers' suggestion
⃝ Other: ………

4. How important is your religious belief in your daily life? (If you do not have a religious belief, proceed to the next question.) 
0 = My religious belief is not decisive in my daily life. 
10 = I determine my life by taking into account all the rules required by my religious belief.
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5. How much would your religious belief / unbelief be decisive in the medical practices you would do? 
0 = My religious belief / unbelief will in no way affect which medical practice I would do and which I would not do. 
10 = I would not do any medical practice contrary to my religious belief.

	0 
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6. Please mark the most appropriate expression for the definition of “conscience”:

a) Conscience is a voice within us that existed when we were born, which shows what is good and what is bad. 
b) Conscience is not a voice that has existed within us since we were born; it is some kind of a feeling that develops as we grow up with personal experiences and the influence of the external environment such as family, society, school, and shows what is good and bad. 

7. Which of the following subjects were included in the medical ethics education you took? (More than one option can be marked) 

⃝ CO 
⃝ Non-discrimination
⃝ The limits of duty to care
⃝ Any other topic you would like to add: ………..


8. Which of the following best describes your views on the right to health?
a) Everyone has the right to health; this right requires everyone to have free access to all healthcare services they need.
b) Healthcare services cannot be provided free to everyone; the state cannot afford this. Therefore, it should be free to a certain extent for everyone and extra services must be paid by everyone themself or - if they can afford it - by private insurance.
c) Healthcare services should not be provided free; everyone must pay for the services which they get.
d) Other: …......


PART II – Thoughts and attitudes about CO

9. Do you think physicians should have the right to refuse medical interventions that may contradict their moral values, culture or beliefs?
a) Yes
b) Not sure
c) No

10. In your opinion; if there is a right to conscientious objection, the physician should …
(More than one option can be marked) 
⃝ inform the patient about where she/he can reach that service.
⃝ explain the reason of her/his objection to the patient.
⃝ explain to her/his patients in which situations she will use her right to conscientious objection.
⃝ refer the patient to the healthcare worker or institution where she/he can get that service, even the physician thinks it is immoral to refer.
⃝ explain to her/his colleagues in which situations she/he will use her/his right to conscientious objection.

11. If I am asked to engage in a medical practice that I consider to be wrong in my conscience;
a) I would refuse to participate in a personal or professional, whatever the cost.
b) I would explain my concerns to the supervisor physician and request that I be assigned to another intervention/task, if possible.
c) No matter what my conscience says, I would follow the rules of professional ethics.
d) I would not enter a medical branch where I might need to make such an attempt.
e) Other: ….


12. Please describe you level of agreement to the statements below:

	
	Agree
	Not sure
	Disagree

	I would meet the demand of nasal aesthetics operation.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand of optional breast aesthetics.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand of aesthetics operation for hips.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand of vulva aesthetics.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand of liposuction.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand of lengthening surgery.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand to remove the lowest rib.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand to change eye color.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand to split the tongue in half.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand to be circumcised.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand for gender change operation.
	
	
	

	I would provide service to a transvestite patient.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand for hymen restoration.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand for sterilization operation.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand for the optional (up to 10 weeks) pregnancy termination.
	
	
	

	If there is congenital anomaly in a fetus -older than 10 weeks- I would terminate the pregnancy on the request of the family.
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand for pregnancy termination due to a sexual assault (up to 20 weeks).
	
	
	

	I would prescribe and apply birth control methods (such as birth control pills, IUD, condom).
	
	
	

	I would meet the demand for euthanasia (assuming it’s legal).
	
	
	

	I would transplant an organ.
	
	
	

	I would use the prosthethic heart valve which is originated from pigs.
	
	
	

	I would do genital examination of the opposite sex.
	
	
	

	I would do the medical procedures that require me to touch a opposite sex patient while I’m fasting.
	
	
	

	I would provide service to people from different ethnic origins.
	
	
	

	I would provide services to patients in alcohol coma.
	
	
	

	I would provide emergency service to the injured patient whom I suspect a terrorist.
	
	
	



Things you would like add: ………..






Thank you for your participation!
