Table S1: MPH courses offered by different private institutions under the guidance of the University Grant Commission (UGC)
	SN
	Name of Private University
	Offering MPH course
	Total number of enrolled  students*
	Did not respond**
	Course is not currently ongoing***

	1. 
	North South University, Dhaka
	Yes
	214
	
	

	2. 
	University of Science & Technology Chittagong
	Yes
	10
	
	

	3. 
	Independent University, Bangladesh
	Yes
	88
	
	

	4. 
	Central Women's University
	No
	
	
	

	5. 
	International University of Business Agriculture & Technology
	Yes
	7
	
	

	6. 
	International Islamic University Chittagong
	No
	
	
	

	7. 
	Ahsanullah University of Science and Technology
	No
	
	
	

	8. 
	American International University-Bangladesh (AIUB)
	Yes
	73
	
	

	9. 
	East West University
	No
	
	
	

	10. 
	University of Asia Pacific
	No
	
	
	

	11. 
	Gono Bishwabidyalay
	No
	
	
	

	12. 
	The People's University of Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	13. 
	Asian University of Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	14. 
	Dhaka International University
	No
	
	
	

	15. 
	Manarat International University
	No
	
	
	

	16. 
	BRAC University
	Yes
	40
	
	

	17. 
	Bangladesh University
	No
	
	
	

	18. 
	Leading University
	No
	
	
	

	19. 
	BGC Trust University Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	20. 
	Sylhet International University
	No
	
	
	

	21. 
	University of Development Alternative
	No
	
	
	

	22. 
	Premier University
	Yes
	150
	
	

	23. 
	Southeast University
	Yes
	-
	
	No enrollment

	24. 
	Daffodil International University
	Yes
	100
	
	

	25. 
	Stamford University Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	26. 
	State University of Bangladesh (SUB)
	Yes
	33
	
	

	27. 
	City University
	No
	
	
	

	28. 
	Prime University
	No
	
	
	

	29. 
	Northern University Bangladesh
	Yes
	130
	
	

	30. 
	Southern University Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	31. 
	Green University of Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	32. 
	Pundra University of Science & Technology
	Yes
	15
	
	

	33. 
	World University of Bangladesh
	Yes
	-
	 
	No enrollment

	34. 
	Shanto-Mariam University of Creative Technology
	No
	
	
	

	35. 
	The Millennium University
	No
	
	
	

	36. 
	Eastern University
	No
	
	
	

	37. 
	Metropolitan University
	No
	
	
	

	38. 
	Uttara University
	No
	
	
	

	39. 
	United International University
	No
	
	
	

	40. 
	University of South Asia
	Yes
	116
	
	

	41. 
	Victoria University of Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	42. 
	Bangladesh University of Business & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	43. 
	Presidency University
	No
	
	
	

	44. 
	University of Information Technology & Sciences
	No
	
	
	

	45. 
	Primeasia University
	No
	
	
	

	46. 
	Royal University of Dhaka
	No
	
	
	

	47. 
	University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	48. 
	Atish Dipankar University of Science & Technology
	Yes
	45
	
	

	49. 
	Bangladesh Islami University
	No
	
	
	

	50. 
	ASA University Bangladesh
	Yes
	56
	
	

	51. 
	East Delta University
	No
	
	
	

	52. 
	European University of Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	53. 
	Varendra University
	Yes
	-
	NR
	

	54. 
	Hamdard University Bangladesh
	Yes
	11
	
	

	55. 
	BGMEA University of Fashion & Technology(BUFT)
	No
	
	
	

	56. 
	North East University Bangladesh
	Yes
	-
	NR
	

	57. 
	First Capital University of Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	58. 
	Ishakha International University, Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	59. 
	Z.H Sikder University of Science & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	60. 
	Exim Bank Agricultural University, Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	61. 
	North Western University
	Yes
	-
	NR
	

	62. 
	Khwaja Yunus Ali University
	No
	
	
	

	63. 
	Sonargaon University
	No
	
	
	

	64. 
	Feni University
	No
	
	
	

	65. 
	Britannia University
	No
	
	
	

	66. 
	Port City International University
	No
	
	
	

	67. 
	Bangladesh University of Health Sciences
	Yes
	113
	
	

	68. 
	Chittagong Independent University
	No
	
	
	

	69. 
	Notre Dame University Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	70. 
	Times University, Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	71. 
	North Bengal International University
	No
	
	
	

	72. 
	Fareast International University
	Yes
	32
	
	

	73. 
	Rajshahi Science & Technology University (RSTU), Natore
	No
	
	
	

	74. 
	Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib University
	No
	
	
	

	75. 
	Cox's Bazar International University
	No
	
	
	

	76. 
	R. P. Shaha University
	Yes
	20
	
	

	77. 
	German University Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	78. 
	Global University Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	79. 
	CCN University of Science & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	80. 
	Bangladesh Army University of Science and Technology(BAUST), Saidpur
	No
	
	
	

	81. 
	Bangladesh Army University of Engineering and Technology (BAUET), Qadirabad
	No
	
	
	

	82. 
	Bangladesh Army International University of Science & Technology(BAIUST) ,Comilla
	No
	
	
	

	83. 
	University of Scholars
	No
	
	
	

	84. 
	Canadian University of Bangladesh
	Yes
	-
	
	No enrollment

	85. 
	N.P.I University of Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	86. 
	Northern University of Business & Technology, Khulna
	No
	
	
	

	87. 
	Rabindra Maitree University, Kushtia
	No
	
	
	

	88. 
	University of Creative Technology, Chittagong
	Yes
	-
	NR
	

	89. 
	Central University of Science and Technology
	No
	
	
	

	90. 
	Tagore University of Creative Arts, Uttara, Dhaka, Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	91. 
	University of Global Village
	Yes
	-
	NR
	

	92. 
	Rupayan A.K.M Shamsuzzoha University
	No
	
	
	

	93. 
	Anwer Khan Modern University
	Yes
	-
	NR
	

	94. 
	ZNRF University of Management Sciences
	No
	
	
	

	95. 
	Ahsania Mission University of Science and Technology
	No
	
	
	

	96. 
	Khulna Khan Bahadur Ahsanullah University
	No
	
	
	

	97. 
	Bandarban University
	No
	
	
	

	98. 
	Shah Makhdum Management University, Rajshahi
	No
	
	
	

	99. 
	Trust University, Barishal
	No
	
	
	

	100. 
	International Standard University
	No
	
	
	

	101. 
	University of Brahmanbaria
	No
	
	
	

	102. 
	University of Skill Enrichment and Technology
	No
	
	
	

	103. 
	Microland University of Science and Technology
	No
	
	
	

	104. 
	R.T.M Al-Kabir Technical University
	Yes
	-
	
	No enrollment

	105. 
	Sheikh Hasina University of Science and Technology
	No
	
	
	

	106. 
	Chattogram BGMEA University of Fashion and Technology
	No
	
	
	

	107. 
	Bangladesh Army University of Science and Technology, Khulna
	No
	
	
	

	108. 
	Teesta University, Rangpur
	No
	
	
	

	109. 
	International Islami University of Science and Technology
	No
	
	
	

	110. 
	Lalon University of Science and Arts
	No
	
	
	

	111. 
	IBAIS University
	No
	
	
	

	112. 
	The University of Comilla
	No
	
	
	

	113. 
	Queens University
	No
	
	
	

	114. 
	America Bangladesh University
	No
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total: 1253
	
	


*Based on the information gathered through personal communication, the exact number of enrolled students may vary
** We cannot reach the university provided by their official number, and we cannot manage any communication to obtain detailed information about recent year enrollment.
*** There was a department of public health that offered an MPH course, but no students have enrolled yet in the recent year
NR-Not responded to repeated phone calls.
Table S2: MPH courses offered by different public universities under the guidance of the University Grant Commission (UGC)
	SN
	Name of public university
	Offering MPH course
	Total number of enrolled  students*
	Did not respond**
	Course is not currently ongoing***

	1
	University of Dhaka
	No
	
	
	No enrollment

	2
	University of Rajshahi
	Yes
	100
	
	

	3
	Bangladesh Agricultural University
	No
	
	
	

	4
	Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	5
	University of Chittagong
	No
	
	
	

	6
	Jahangirnagar University
	Yes
	170
	
	

	7
	Islamic University, Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	8
	Shahjalal University of Science & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	9
	Khulna University
	No
	
	
	

	10
	National University
	No
	
	
	

	11
	Bangladesh Open University
	Yes
	70
	
	

	12
	Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University
	Yes
	Described at Table S3
	
	

	13
	Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Agricultural University
	No
	
	
	

	14
	Hajee Mohammad Danesh Science & Technology University
	No
	
	
	

	15
	Mawlana Bhashani Science & Technology University
	No
	
	
	

	16
	Patuakhali Science And Technology University
	No
	
	
	

	17
	Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University
	No
	
	
	

	18
	Chittagong University of Engineering & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	19
	Rajshahi University of Engineering & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	20
	Khulna University of Engineering & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	21
	Dhaka University of Engineering & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	22
	Noakhali Science & Technology University
	No
	
	
	

	23
	Jagannath University
	No
	
	
	

	24
	Comilla University
	No
	
	
	

	25
	Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University
	No
	
	
	

	26
	Chittagong Veterinary and Animal Sciences University
	Yes
	40
	
	

	27
	Sylhet Agricultural University
	No
	
	
	

	28
	Jessore University of Science & Technology
	No
	
	
	

	29
	Pabna University of Science and Technology
	No
	
	
	

	30
	Begum Rokeya University, Rangpur
	No
	
	
	

	31
	Bangladesh University of Professionals
	Yes
	100
	
	

	32
	Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Science & Technology University
	No
	
	
	

	33
	Bangladesh University of Textiles
	No
	
	
	

	34
	University of Barishal
	No
	
	
	

	35
	Rangamati Science and Technology University
	No
	
	
	

	36
	Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Maritime University, Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	37
	Islamic Arabic University
	No
	
	
	

	38
	Chittagong Medical University
	No
	
	
	

	39
	Rajshahi Medical University
	No
	
	
	

	40
	Rabindra University, Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	41
	Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Digital University, Bangladesh
	No
	
	
	

	42
	Sheikh Hasina University
	No
	
	
	

	43
	Khulna Agricultural University
	No
	
	
	

	44
	Bangamata Sheikh Fojilatunnesa Mujib Science and Technology University
	No
	
	
	

	45
	Bangamata Sheikh Fazilatunessa Mujib Medical University, Sylhet
	No
	
	
	

	46
	Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Aviation And Aerospace University (BSMRAAU)
	No
	
	
	

	47
	Chandpur Science and Technology University
	No
	
	
	

	48
	Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman University, Kishoreganj
	No
	
	
	

	49
	Hobiganj Agricultural University
	No
	
	
	

	50
	Sheikh Hasina Medical University, Khulna
	No
	
	
	

	51
	Kurigram Agricultural University
	No
	
	
	

	52
	Sunamganj Science and Technology University
	No
	
	
	

	53
	Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Science & Technology University, Pirojpur
	No
	
	
	

	54
	Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman University, Naogaon
	No
	
	
	

	55
	Mujibnagar University, Meherpur
	No
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total: 480
	
	


*Based on the information gathered through personal communication, the exact number of enrolled students may vary
** We cannot reach the university provided by their official number, and we cannot manage any communication to obtain detailed information about recent year enrollment.
*** There was a department of public health that offered an MPH course, but no students have enrolled yet in the recent year

Table S3: MPH courses offered by different institutions under the guidance of the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University (BSMMU)
	MPH subspecialty
	Offered by Public Medical college
	Offered by Private  Medical college
	Total number of qualifying students*

	Community Medicine
	· Dhaka medical college, Dhaka
· Sir Salimullah Medical College, Dhaka
· Chittagong Medical College, Chittagong
· Mymensingh Medical College, Mymensingh
· National Institute of Preventive and Social Medicine (NIPSOM), Dhaka
· Rajshahi Medical College, Rajshahi

	· Dhaka Community Medical College, Dhaka
· Jahurul Islam Medical College, Kishoregonj
	48

	Community Nutrition
	· NIPSOM
	· Zainul Haque Sikder Women's Medical College
	7

	Epidemiology
	· BSMMU
· NIPSOM
	
	31

	Health Promotion and Health Education
	· NIPSOM
	
	26

	Health Service Management and Policy
	· NIPSOM
	
	20

	Hospital Management
	· NIPSOM
	· Ad-Din Women's Medical College, Mogbazar, Dhaka
	30

	Non-Communicable Diseases
	· NIPSOM
	
	8

	Occupational and Environmental health
	· NIPSOM
	
	20

	Reproductive and Child Health
	· BSMMU
· NIPSOM
	
	35

	
	
	
	Total: 225


[bookmark: _GoBack]Abbreviations: MPH: Master of Public Health; BSMMU: Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University; NIPSOM: National Institute of Preventive and Social Medicine
*based on the information provided on their official website
	
Table S4: Questionnaire themes and components
	Themes and components
	Measures

	Components related to voluntary research involvement (Have you..)
	

	Have heard about “Health research”
	Yes/No

	Participated or volunteered for any research project outside of academic curriculum
	Yes/No

	Have you ever conducted any research independently?
	Yes/No

	Published a research paper in a peer-reviewed journal
	Yes/No

	Been a first author on a published research paper
	Yes/No

	Self-perceived research component
	

	Received formal research training during your undergraduate studies, beyond textbook knowledge
	Yes/No

	Attended workshops or seminars on research methodologies, biostatistics and research ethics
	Yes/No

	Attended formal training on research proposal writing, manuscript writing, and the publication process?
	Yes/No

	Read medical journals at least once
	Yes/No

	Future research aspirations
	

	Pursue a career in research in the near future
	Yes/No

	Reason to believe that career in research is appropriate for you
	statement

	Interested in volunteering to gain more research experience as a graduate
	Yes/No

	Do you agree that undergraduate studies should emphasize more practice oriented research courses?
	5-point Likert scales (1=strongly agree and 5= strongly disagree)

	Research barriers and challenges
	

	Encountered any obstacles or challenges in your research activities
	Yes/No

	Received encouragement from peers and faculty or institutions
	Yes/No

	Procedure of research you find most challenging
	statement

	Reason behind your unfavorable outlook on pursuing career on research
	statement




