	
	
	



Fundamentals of Point of Care Ultrasound 
Ultrasound Competency Assessment Tool (UCAT)*
· Participant name: ___________
· Faculty Name: ___________
· Date: _______________
· Assessment type (select one):
· Formative  
· Summative 
· Ultrasound application (select one): 
· Lung
· Cardiac
· Trauma
· First trimester pregnancy
· Abdominal aorta
	Domain
	Performance Rating

	
	Competent performance of SOME criteria
	Competent performance of MOST criteria
	Competent performance of ALL criteria

	Preparation 
-Patient & Sonographer -Positioning
-Probe selection
-Appropriate clinical indication -Initial settings (depth, pre-sets) 
-Ensures clean transducer 
	1
	2
	3

	Image Acquisition 
-Hand & probe position
-Identify appropriate landmarks 
-Thorough visualization of target 
-Efficiency of probe motion 
-Appropriate measurements 
-Troubleshoots technical limitations 
	1
	2
	3

	Image Optimization 
-Centers area of interest
-Overall image quality for interpretation 
-Troubleshoots patient obstacles 
-Optimizes machine settings (gain, depth) 
	1
	2
	3

	Clinical Integration 
-Appropriate interpretation
-Understands limitations of US scan
-Utilizes information from PoCUS to appropriately inform management decisions 
–Performs multiple PoCUS exams when appropriate
- Communicates findings to care team and documents appropriately
-Considers false positives/negatives as cause of findings 
	1
	2
	3

	Entrustment


	I had to do
	I had to talk them through
	I had to prompt from time to time
	I needed to be there just in case
	I did not need to be there

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5



*Source: Bell C, Hall AK, Wagner N, Rang L, Newbigging J, McKaigney C. The Ultrasound Competency Assessment Tool (UCAT): Development and Evaluation of a Novel Competency-based Assessment Tool for Point-of-care Ultrasound. AEM Educ Train. 2020 Oct 3;5(3):e10520. doi: 10.1002/aet2.10520. PMID: 34041429; PMCID: PMC8138101.
