Interview Guide for Exploring Barriers to Research Engagement Among Medical Students
Interview Guide
The following semi-structured interview guide was used to explore the barriers preventing medical students from engaging in research activities. The questions were designed to be open-ended, allowing participants to share their experiences and perspectives in detail. Given the conversational nature of the interviews, additional probing and follow-up questions were asked based on participants’ responses to gain deeper insights. While the core themes remained consistent across interviews, some variations in wording and sequencing occurred naturally during the discussions.

1. Introduction (Warm-up)
· Can you tell me a little about yourself? What year of study are you in?
· Have you ever been involved in research? Why or why not?
2. Perceptions of Research
· How important do you think research is in medical education?
· Do you think research benefits students? If yes, how? If not, why not?
3. Time Constraints & Workload
· How do you balance your studies with other activities?
· Do you feel that your academic workload leaves you with time for research?
· If research was made part of the curriculum, would that help?
4. Motivation & Interest
· What would make research more appealing for medical students like you?
· Do you think universities or teachers do enough to encourage students to participate in research?
5. Research Knowledge & Training
· Do you feel confident in your research skills? Why or why not?
· Have you had any formal training or workshops on research? Would that help?
6. Financial & Institutional Support
· Does your university provide financial support for student research?
· Have you ever struggled to access research resources like journals or labs?
7. Mentorship & Faculty Support
· Have you ever approached a professor for help with research? What was your experience?
· Do you think better mentorship would encourage students to engage in research?
8. Publication & Career Aspirations
· Have you ever thought about publishing a research paper? What are the challenges?
· Do you think research experience is important for your future career?
· What do you think universities can do to improve research engagement among students?

