Survey on Research Integrity Among Medical Graduate Students

Dear Colleague,
To better understand issues related to research integrity in the daily academic activities of medical graduate students, this project is conducting a survey on relevant matters. Only basic information will be collected, and no personally identifiable data will be recorded. All information will be kept strictly confidential. Please complete the questionnaire based on your own willingness. If you agree to participate, please proceed. If not, you may terminate the questionnaire at any time. Thank you for supporting graduate education reform!

Section 1: Basic Information
(No exact personal information will be recorded.)

1. Your university?​​

West China Hospital of Sichuan University
Southwest Medical University
Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine
North Sichuan Medical College
Chongqing Medical University

2. Your year of study:
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
3. Your current academic stage:
PhD
Master's
4. Type of degree:
Academic (Research-oriented)
Professional (Practice-oriented)
5. Your gender:
Male
Female
6. Your age (years):
0–20
21–25
26–30
>30
7. Number of published papers:
0
1–2
3–4
>5
8. Current research areas (select all that apply):
Clinical research
Bioinformatics/Meta-analysis
Disease mechanism
Medicine + Materials
Medicine + Informatics
Medicine + Manufacturing
Others



Section 2: Subjective Understanding of Research Integrity

9. What is your understanding of research integrity?
Conduct genuine research and publish real data and results
Do not plagiarize, fabricate, falsify, or steal others' research findings
Publish positive results that are easier to get accepted
Do not misuse images or fabricate data
Others
10. What factors do you think lead to academic misconduct?
Lack of proper education and low awareness among researchers
Poor academic atmosphere
Flawed academic evaluation system and unhealthy culture
High pressure from supervisors to meet expectations
Stress related to graduation or promotion
Need for publications in future career development
Low chance of detection and lenient punishment for misconduct
Others
11. How do you learn about research integrity?
University announcements
Research-related courses
Seminars and lectures
Online case studies (e.g., official accounts, blogs)
Journal editorial statements
Others
12. Have you ever engaged in the academic misconducts mentioned above?
Yes
No


Section 3: Academic Misconduct Among Peers

13. Among the people you know or interact with, what is the estimated proportion of the following academic misconducts? (Choose from 0%, 0–10%, 10–30%, 30–50%, >50%)
Research design issues
Lack of proper study registration
Manipulated experimental grouping
Selective grouping of cases/samples to fit expected trends
Fabrication or modification of clinical/experimental data
Image misuse or plagiarism
Improper authorship
Misuse of research funding
Lack of ethical approvals
14. From which groups do these behaviors mostly originate? 
Roommates
Lab members
Collaborators
Close friends
Undergraduate alumni
Others
15. In your opinion, how likely are people around you to commit the following forms of misconduct? (Choose from 0%, 0–10%, 10–30%, 30–50%, >50%)
Plagiarism
Data fabrication
Deliberate violation of study protocols
Coercion of potential subjects
Double billing for study procedures
Selective deletion of outliers
Falsification of personal documents 
Disputes over authorship
Unethical pressure from study sponsors
16. What factors do you believe motivate such misconduct among these individuals? (Choose from 0%, 1-10%, 10-30%, 30-50%, >50%)
Lack of research ethics education
Toxic academic environment
Flawed evaluation systems
Supervisor pressure
Graduation/promotion stress
Pressure to publish for future career
Low detection, mild penalties
17. Do you think these individuals have achieved their goals through misconduct?
Yes
No
18. What proportion of them have been caught or punished?
0%
1–10%
10–20%
>20%


