Supplementary file – Interview Schedule

Interview Schedule – Student
The session should be primarily unstructured and led by the student and what they feel is relevant about their experience of being working class at medical school. However, below are some springboard topics and probing questions relevant to the research questions that may help steer the conversation.

What does it mean to be working class?

What does it mean to be middle class?

Thinking back to life before medical school.

			what was your school environment like?
			were your ambitions different from your peers/family?
how did your family/friends feel about your decision to go to medical school?
[if first year student] Did you have any expectations before arriving about what you thought medical school would be like?
what do you think is meant by the term ‘typical medical student’?

How have you found medical school so far?

			what do you think about the atmosphere at university?
			how have you found fitting in at medical school?
have you encountered any financial challenges? 
is there anything about medical school that you didn’t expect?

[if third or fifth year student] Tell me about how you have found clinical placements.

			how do you feel about your ability to interact with patients?
			have you identified any role models?
			what do you think makes a good doctor?
			how do you feel about becoming a doctor?

What do you do in your spare time?
			
has this changed at all since attending medical school?
have you joined any societies?
who do you spend most of your time with?

Have your relationships with your family or friends from home changed at all since going to medical school?

			how often are you in contact?
			are there any challenges?

Have you noticed any changes in yourself since coming to medical school?

			have you changed the way that you dress?
			have you changed the way that you speak?
			have you changed the way that you act?
			have any of your political or moral attitudes changed?
			have your career aspirations changed?

Interview Schedule – Family

The session should be primarily unstructured and led by the participant and what they feel is relevant about their experience of being the parent of a working class student at medical school. However, below are some springboard topics and probing questions relevant to the research questions that may help steer the conversation.

What does it mean to be working class?

What does it mean to be middle class?

Tell me about [family member]’s schooling.

			what was the school environment like?
			what was their home enviornment like?
how did you feel about their decision to go to medical school?
Did you have any expectations before they applied about what you thought medical school would be like?

what do you think is meant by the term ‘typical medical student’?

How have they found medical school so far?

			how much have they discussed their experience with you?
			how do you think they have found fitting in at medical school?
have they encountered any financial challenges?
is there anything that you didn’t expect?

Has your relationship with your [family member] changed at all since going to medical school?

			how often are you in contact?
			are there any challenges?
			how do you feel about them becoming a doctor?

Have you noticed any changes in them since going to medical school?

			have they changed the way that they dress?
			have they changed the way that they speak?
			have they changed the way that they act?
			have any of their political or moral attitudes changed?
			have their career aspirations changed?

