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	Step 1: Identifying the review question
	· Identify a review question to provide a broad scope (27, 28). 
· Define the scope of inquiry (concept, target population and outcomes of interest) (28, 30)
· Define intended outcomes of the study (28, 30)
· Explain rationale for completing the study (27, 28, 30)

	Step 2: Identifying relevant studies (in liaison with subject librarian)
	· Develop a search strategy (27, 28, 30)
· Carry out a pilot search (30)
· Review results of pilot search and make amendments to search strategy and review question (if necessary) (30)
· Decide information sources to search (27, 30)
· Consider search limitations; for example time span and language (27) 
· Carry out full search and document results (27, 28, 30)

	Step 3: Study selection
	· Develop inclusion/exclusion criteria (27, 28, 30)
· Carry out screening through a two-stage process (27, 28, 30)
·  First Screen: Abstract/Title Screen 
· Second Screen: Full Text screen
· Collate and present results of screening (including a PRISMA flowchart) (29, 30)

	Step 4: Charting the data
	· Develop a data charting form including variables to chart.  (27, 28, 30)
· Pilot chart against sample of articles and review (28, 30)
· Review results of pilot charting exercise and make amendments to data charting form (if necessary) (28, 30)
· Carry out data charting (27, 28, 30)

	Step 5: Collating, summarising and reporting the results
	· Consider approach to data analysis (27, 28, 30)
· Carry out data analysis (27, 28, 30)
· Report the results and produce the outcome that refers to the research objective (27-30)
· Discuss the implications for future research, practice and policy. (28)
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