Supplementary Files 
Supplementary File 1: Survey Questions
Demographic and Background Information
Q1: Gender
Q2: Institution
Q3: Which year of study are you in?
Q4: What is your mother’s level of education?
· Primary Education (Primary/Middle school graduate)
· Secondary Education (High school graduate)
· Tertiary Education (Bachelor's degree)
· Postgraduate Education (Master's degree, Doctorate)
Q5: What is your father’s level of education?
· Primary Education (Primary/Middle school graduate)
· Secondary Education (High school graduate)
· Tertiary Education (Bachelor's degree)
· Postgraduate Education (Master's degree, Doctorate)
Q6: How would you rate your family's socioeconomic status on a scale of very low to very high? 
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Q7: What was your primary reason for choosing to study at a Medical School? (Please select up to three options that best apply to you).
· To conduct scientific research
· I did not find other professions suitable for me
· The desire to help people
· Job security
· It was not my own choice / I was influenced by others
· Financial prospects / earning potential
· Social status / prestige
Q8: What are your career plans after graduating from Medical School?
· No specific career goal
· A surgical specialty (e.g., general surgery, orthopedics, neurosurgery)
· A non-surgical (internal medicine) specialty (e.g., cardiology, neurology, pediatrics)
· A basic medical science field (e.g., anatomy, pharmacology, physiology)
· An academic career / professorship
Q9: Have you ever been abroad?
· No, I have never been abroad.
· Yes, through a student exchange program (e.g., Erasmus, etc.).
· Yes, for educational purposes using my own means (e.g., language course, summer school).
· Yes, for tourism using my own means.
· Yes, as a participant in an international social project (e.g., volunteer work, NGO activity).
Language Proficiency
Q10: Please indicate your proficiency level and any certificates held for the following foreign languages: [German]
· I do not speak this language.
· Beginner (A1-A2)
· Intermediate (B1-B2)
· Advanced (C1-C2)
Q11: Please indicate your proficiency level and any certificates held for the following foreign languages: [English]
· I do not speak this language.
· Beginner (A1-A2)
· Intermediate (B1-B2)
· Advanced (C1-C2)
Q12: Please indicate your proficiency level and any certificates held for the following foreign languages: [Other]
· I do not speak this language.
· Beginner (A1-A2)
· Intermediate (B1-B2)
· Advanced (C1-C2)
Post-Graduation Work Intentions
Q13: Where do you plan to work after graduating from Medical School?
A: Turkiye
B: Abroad
The following questions are conditional based on the answer to Q13
If the respondent plans to work in Türkiye:
Q13A.1: Why do you want to work in Türkiye? (Please select the single most important reason).
· Insufficient financial means to go abroad 
· Patriotism / sense of belonging to the country 
· Family reasons 
· Socio-cultural factors (e.g., familiarity, comfort with social norms, being close to one's own culture) 
· Familiarity with the Turkish healthcare system 
· The positions I will hold will be better in my home country (e.g., better job title, more responsibility, faster career progression) 
· Language barriers in academic/foreign settings 
· Other 
Q13A.2: What would make you reconsider your decision to work in Türkiye? (What would make you consider moving abroad permanently?) (Please select up to three options that best apply to you).
· If my employment rights and benefits deteriorate (both financial and administrative)
· If I am subjected to violence in the healthcare setting
· If I experience mobbing (workplace harassment/bullying)
· If working conditions deteriorate (increased working hours and workload)
· If I achieve sufficient academic qualifications
· If I achieve sufficient foreign language proficiency
· If I acquire the financial means to go abroad
· If the country's sociopolitical conditions change significantly
· I would not consider living abroad under any circumstances
If the respondent does NOT plan to work in Türkiye:
Q13B.1: Why do you not want to work in Türkiye? (Please select up to three options that best apply to you).
· Inadequate academic meritocracy
· Prevalence of mobbing (workplace bullying)
· Insufficient research opportunities
· Demanding working conditions (increased working hours and workload)
· Inadequate financial compensation
· Systemic problems within the healthcare system
· Increasing violence against healthcare professionals
· The current socioeconomic situation in the country
· The current sociopolitical situation in the country
· Insufficient opportunities for postgraduate education
· All of the above reasons
· Other
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Q13B.3: What are your primary sources of information on international career opportunities? (You may select multiple options).
· Academicians with international experience
· Physicians with international experience
· Friends or acquaintances with relevant knowledge or experience
· Official websites and online portals
· Social media platforms (e.g., WhatsApp, Telegram, X/Twitter, Instagram, YouTube)
· The career office/center of my faculty or university
· Events organized by student clubs
Q13B.4: What would make you reconsider your decision to move abroad? (Please select up to three options).
· If working conditions improve (e.g., hours and intensity)
· If my employment rights and benefits improve (e.g., financial, administrative)
· If the sociopolitical situation in the country changes
· If satisfactory regulations are implemented to address violence in healthcare
· If the quality of education and training improves
· I would not consider working in this country under any circumstances
· Other
Q13B.5: If you had the opportunity to work abroad right now, would you drop out of medical school or quit your current job?
Q14: What preparations have you made for an international career? (You may select multiple options)
· Participating in research and/or projects to build academic qualifications
· Learning a foreign language
· Preparing for the licensing/equivalency exam of the target country
· Not undertaking any specific preparations
· Other



Supplementary Table 1: Which country do you plan to work in?
	Country
	n
	%

	Germany
	146
	39.2

	England
	81
	21.8

	USA
	49
	13.2

	Canada
	21
	5.6

	Switzerland
	19
	5.1

	Sweden
	16
	4.3

	Norway
	7
	1.9

	Finland
	5
	1.3

	Australia
	3
	0.8

	Italy
	2
	0.5

	Netherlands
	2
	0.5

	France
	2
	0.5

	Korea
	1
	0.3

	Cyprus
	1
	0.3

	Japan
	1
	0.3

	Spain
	1
	0.3

	Ireland or Germany
	1
	0.3

	Ireland
	1
	0.3

	South Korea
	1
	0.3

	Former Yugoslavia in general
	1
	0.3

	France Italy
	1
	0.3

	France
	1
	0.3

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	1
	0.3

	Austria
	1
	0.3

	Europe in general
	1
	0.3

	Germany-Switzerland-Norway
	1
	0.3

	Outside Türkiye
	1
	0.3

	I don't know
	1
	0.3

	I haven't decided
	1
	0.3

	I would choose whichever one fits the conditions at the time
	1
	0.3

	I don't have a specific country in mind; even if I settle in one country, I'd like to work in Türkiye and other countries at certain intervals
	1
	0.3






Supplementary Table 2: Association Between Language Proficiency and Motivation to Stay in Türkiye
	
	Patriotism/sense of belonging to the country 
	P value

	
	Lack of 
	Deeply
	

	
	n
	%
	n
	%
	

	Please indicate your proficiency level and any certificates held for the following foreign languages: [German]
	I do not speak this language
	291
	64.5
	160
	35.5
	0.377a

	
	Beginner (A1-A2)
	194
	65.8
	101
	34.2
	

	
	Intermediate (B1-B2)
	4
	40.0
	6
	60.0
	

	
	Advanced (C1-C2)
	2
	66.7
	1
	33.3
	

	Please indicate your proficiency level and any certificates held for the following foreign languages: [English]
	I do not speak this language
	18
	64.3
	10
	35.7
	0.496b

	
	Beginner (A1-A2)
	133
	61.9
	82
	38.1
	

	
	Intermediate (B1-B2)
	291
	65.0
	157
	35.0
	

	
	Advanced (C1-C2)
	49
	72.1
	19
	27.9
	

	Please indicate your proficiency level and any certificates held for the following foreign languages: [Other]
	I do not speak this language
	424
	64.3
	235
	35.7
	0.194b

	
	Beginner (A1-A2)
	43
	60.6
	28
	39.4
	

	
	Intermediate (B1-B2)
	15
	83.3
	3
	16.7
	

	
	Advanced (C1-C2)
	9
	81.8
	2
	18.2
	


aFisher-Freeman-Halton test was used
bThe Pearson chi-square test was used.


